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CMS Delivers Truckloads of Food to Central Illinois Foodbank
SPRINGFIELD-The Illinois Department of Central Management Services delivered truckloads of food, including soup, nutrition bars, fruit juice and baby food to the Central Illinois Foodbank for distribution to 160  partner agencies who serve children, elderly and working individuals in need of food assistance.

The food bank will distribute the windfall – originally purchased by FEMA for emergency supplies – to agencies in 21 counties in central Illinois.

“We heard there was a critical need here in Central Illinois, and we are delighted to respond to that need and help families put food on the table,” said CMS Director Paul Campbell.

As many as 38 million Americans – or 1 out of every 8 Americans – are living on the brink of hunger, according to Pam Molitoris, Executive Director of the Central Illinois Foodbank.  An affiliate of America’s Second Harvest, the Foodbank usually gets food items from manufacturers and processors, and then distributes them to participating pantries. 

“Despite our efforts, many of our neighbors are still at risk of going hungry.  Hungry strikes working families who face a sudden job loss, adults caring for family members, children who have no school breakfast or lunch during the summer, and seniors forced to make choices between medicine and food,” said Molitoris.  “I commend CMS for this help and urge our neighbors throughout Central Illinois to join us by being a part of the solution to end hunger in our community.”

Staff at CMS’ State & Federal Surplus Property are continuing their efforts to identify and secure additional surplus food supplies for use in Illinois.
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