Donation Success Stories - Pennsylvania

Bucknell University
Bucknell University acquired some specialized equipment from the Federal Surplus Property Program. They received two Evaporator Model RE-111s, and one Evaporator Model RE-111c, Collector Pharma Model 100, a Collector Gilson Model 203, and a Collector Iso Mod Foxy 200. These items are being utilized in a chemistry-teaching laboratory. The University also received a Perkelm Cycler Model DNA and Perkelm Gene Amp Model 2400 for use in two research laboratories. University officials estimate a savings of approximately $3,000 with the acquisition of these items.

Dickinson College
Dickinson College acquired a two-wheel drive pickup truck from the Federal Surplus Property Program. The vehicle will be used in some of the College's trade programs. College officials estimate a savings of approximately $2,000 with this acquisition.

Lancaster County Career and Technology Center
The Lancaster County Career and Technology Center received seven mills and one surface grinder from the Watervliet Army Arsenal through the surplus program. This equipment was placed in the Machine Trades Vocational Program to train the machinists of the future.

The eight pieces of equipment had an original purchase value of $142,000. In today's dollars that would amount to at least $500,000. A spokesperson said "there isn't any way that a Vocational School could or would ever invest that amount of money in one program for one type of equipment." The savings to the Lancaster County Career and Technology Center falls in the $400,000 - $500,000 range.

The Center also acquired a Caterpillar loader and two forklifts in good condition from the program. The three items will be used by their Mobile Heavy Equipment Training Program. The instructor is going to use the equipment to build static training modules. Estimated cost savings to the school is in excess of $200,000.

Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission
The Bureau of Law Enforcement received 40 surplus Ruger Mini-14 Patrol Rifles for their Waterways Conservation Officers. The firearms were received in very good condition. The Assistant to the Director of Law Enforcement expressed appreciation for the help of Denver's GSA Property Management Office in the donation process. The Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission is funded primarily by fishing license sales and boat registration. Unlike most Pennsylvania state agencies, including the State Police, the Commission receives no general tax funds. Consequently, the budget is unbelievably tight and pared down each year.

To exacerbate matters, the Waterways Conservation Officers are expected to provide for homeland security along the waterways, but no funding has become available for the Commission to provide officers with patrol rifles. The Waterways Conservation Officer stated: "And, having spent the very dark and cold night of 9/11 guarding the Capitol's airport and Three Mile Island via watercraft with only a duty pistol and shotgun, I became very quickly [aware] of the value of the rifle I did not have!"
Finally, the law does not provide this Commission to spend funds on equipment for homeland security, so the value of these rifles available from surplus at $45.00 each just for the transfer is less than one-tenth of what a new patrol rifle costs!

