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GSA/USGS Dedicate Renovated Laboratories at Powell Federal Building 

  Reston, Virginia Facility Celebrates 120 State-of-the-Art Labs to Carry Out its Vital Mission

WASHINGTON, DC – The U. S. General Services Administration (GSA), in partnership with the U. S. Geological Survey (USGS), today celebrates the complete renovation of all laboratory facilities in the John Wesley Powell Federal Building, at 12201 Sunrise Valley Drive in Reston, Virginia.  The $40 million renovation of 100,000 square feet of space has created 120 state-of-the-art labs to help carry out USGS’ mission of providing reliable scientific information to the nation.  This information is used to describe and understand the earth; minimize the loss of life and property from natural disasters; manage water, biological, energy and mineral resources; and enhance and protect America’s quality of life.

Nestled within a wooded campus just off the Dulles Toll Road, the Powell Building was developed in 1974 by Gulf Reston, the developer of Reston between 1967 and 1978. Reston’s founder Robert E. Simon, Jr. believed that the new planned community should be a place where people could live, work, and play their entire lives, and he hoped to attract a major Federal employer. He realized that goal when USGS selected its 105-acre headquarters site in 1966, following a Cold War-era directive encouraging dispersal of Federal government agencies. 

"GSA worked closely with USGS to accomplish this major renovation project without disrupting the important work that takes place in these laboratories," commented Donald C. Williams, Regional Administrator for GSA's National Capital Region.  "One measure of our success is that GSA recently received the 2005 Renovation Award of Merit from Mid-Atlantic Construction Magazine.”
The Powell Building is named in honor of the one-armed Civil War veteran who became the first man to travel down the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon, and who served as the second director of USGS.  It houses the office of the USGS Director and components of its Eastern Region research and support staff. Several USGS national programs, including water quality and availability, biological research, mapping and remote sensing, energy, volcano, and earthquake programs, are led from Reston. Regional research teams, often working in collaboration with other Federal agencies, conduct studies in minerals, energy, climate change, geologic mapping, water quality, and related areas. 

In managing the project, GSA and USGS partnered with the general contractor Grunley Construction Company, the construction manager Bovis Lend Lease, and architect Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann Associates. This partnership, characterized by an atmosphere of cooperation and team spirit, greatly contributed to the project’s success. To prevent disruption of ongoing work at USGS, almost all of the renovation work was done at night, and the entire building remained in full-time use.  Construction was divided into eight phases over a five year period, and the project was completed seven months ahead of schedule and under budget.
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