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Clean Car Maps: Finding the Fuel of the Future

WestStart, a non-profit organization focused on developing clean transportation solutions, operates Clean Car Maps (www.cleancarmaps.com) an on-line resource to locate and provide information on alternative fuel stations.  

The availability of an infrastructure for recharging and refueling alternative fuel vehicles is a necessary and critical factor in encouraging the sale and use of these vehicles, which reduce harmful emissions and reduce consumption of fossil fuels.  This infrastructure is still being developed, and as alternative fuel stations are established, or in some cases removed, it is necessary for accurate information on the state of the infrastructure to be accessible if people are going to be encouraged to use alternative fuel vehicles.
Recognizing this need, WestStart launched Clean Car Maps in 1999 in order to make this information available at a single location, and thereby support a rapidly growing alternative fueling infrastructure in California.  It is WestStart’s objective to provide this information as a resource to alternative fuel vehicle drivers as well as to educate the public on the existing publicly accessible infrastructure.

When the homepage of Clean Car Maps is accessed via computer, the user is offered the option of selecting an alternative fuel.  The database will be searched and the regions and counties where the chargers or stations are located will be displayed.  At this point the user can select one region or county, access a list of all stations, or perform a specific search.  Detailed information for the alternative fuel station will then be displayed with a map and an option to acquire driving directions.

From the outset, WestStart was determined to make Clean Car Maps alternative fuel “neutral,” so that instead of focusing on any one alternative fuel, we would provide information on the variety of clean fuels which are commonly available, as well as new fuels as they are introduced.  The information is kept up-to-date through the support of partnerships with industry organizations such as the California Natural Gas Vehicle Coalition and Clean Fuel Connection.

The preference for an on-line versus printed format for this information is that, as there are updates on nearly a daily basis, these can be provided more easily on-line, ensuring there will be accurate information available to the alternative fuel vehicle driver.

In addition, the users of Clean Car Maps are provided with the ability to conveniently communicate any new or updated information on site status, directly through the website.

Clean Car Maps presently provides information for recharging and refueling locations for the following alternative fuels:

· Small paddle inductive electric

· Large paddle inductive electric

· Conductive electric

· Compressed natural gas

· Liquefied natural gas

· Liquefied Petroleum gas

· Methanol

· Hydrogen

WestStart’s Clean Car Maps also provide information on alternative fuel recharging and refueling sites, including: 

· Address

· Type of electric vehicle charger where applicable

· Hours of operation/access

· Site contact

· Operational status

· Maps, with zoom capabilities, and

· Driving directions

In February 2003, WestStart unveiled an updated Clean Car Maps website and database.  The recent upgrades include an improved user interface, greater functionality, a faster database, and improved map/locator display.  It also features improved capability for submitting new station listing information, as well as for reporting problems with existing stations.  WestStart encourages its users to take advantage of the new interface and to submit information regarding any of the stations. 
Presently our mapping is focused on California – the state where the sales of clean fuel vehicles are growing the fastest.  As we expand our partnerships, we hope to add additional sites in other states.  Clean Car Maps remains the only site with current information on a range of clean fuels in California.  WestStart is also exploring the possibility of adding more clean fuels, such as ethanol, to Clean Car Maps.

The Clean Car Maps web site has been supported with funding from the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the Federal Transit Administration, the California Air Resources Board and the California Energy Commission.  In the next few months, WestStart-CALSTART will be seeking additional funding partners to support Clean Car Maps, as well as expanding access to its information on clean fuel infrastructure.

For information on sponsorship opportunities, visit www.cleancarmaps.com and select the ‘‘contact’’ link, or contact Leeor Alpern (626/744-5601 or lalpern@calstart.org) at WestStart, to request further information.

