GSA Beats the Odds…

There are few guarantees in life -- but GSA’s Federal Premier Lodging Program (FPLP) guarantees rooms and guarantees rates right where you need to be! 

There are already 378 hotels participating in 41 cities across the country.  There will be over 1,200 hotels in 70 cities by the end of 2003!  With odds like these, using FPLP will make you a winner.

What is FPLP?

The federal government spends nearly $1.7 billion a year with the lodging industry, but, in almost all cases, federal travelers have no assurance that rooms will be available at fair prices.  Through FPLP, GSA contracts with multiple properties for rooms priced at or below the established per diem rate.  Federal travelers told GSA their number one concern is finding available rooms at or below per diem rates, especially in major metropolitan areas.   GSA listened.   Now, your odds of finding guaranteed rooms, at guaranteed rates can’t be beat. 

GSA is waging an aggressive effort to improve travel management and provide excellent customer service through innovative travel policies.  FPLP gives travelers more time to concentrate on their core missions and less time on arranging travel by providing convenient and safe rooms, and guaranteed room availability.  GSA and the federal travel community, in partnership with the private sector, launched FPLP because this program improves services provided to federal travelers –at total best value.  

How to find FPLP Hotels

Federal travelers should ask their travel management centers to book an FPLP hotel as their first consideration.  For more information about participating FPLP hotels and the cities where they are located visit:  www.gsa.gov/fplp.  

Here are some important benefits to federal travelers when they stay in FPLP hotels:

· FPLP hotels are on the fire safety list maintained by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).   Federal travelers should always seek a hotel that is on FEMA’s safety list.

· FPLP ensures that rooms are available as close to where federal travelers need to be to conduct their business.  

· FPLP properties are required to have a full-service restaurant either on the premises or within one-third mile of the hotel.

· FPLP properties are required to be rated 2 stars or above by Mobil or AAA, meet the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and meet the city’s building and safety codes.  

· FPLP properties are near public transportation.

GSA Works together and with its Partners

The FPLP Program Office is located in GSA’s Office of Governmentwide Policy (OGP). It works collaboratively with the Federal Technology Service (FTS), federal travel community, Federal Executive Boards (FEBs) and the travel and lodging industry.  The FPLP Program Office directs FTS, the contracting arm of the FPLP program, on which cities to solicit and how many rooms are required in each city.  After the contracts are signed, the FPLP Program Office manages the day-to-day operation of FPLP.  They also work closely with FEBs throughout the country to ensure the hotel locations selected are within close proximity of federal buildings and traveler destinations.  The FEBs are FPLP’s eyes and ears in the field, ensuring all program-related issues are addressed.
We Need Your Help

Will you help us get the FPLP message out to the federal community?  When talking with your GSA associates and federal colleagues spread the FPLP story.  GSA has improved the “odds” for federal travelers by creating FPLP and providing guaranteed rooms at guaranteed rates – right where federal travelers need to be. 

And remember, when you need lodging, ask your travel management center to make your next hotel reservation at an FPLP property – as your first consideration.

