UNICOR License Plate Facility Tour

Neither wind, nor rain, nor sleet or snow….  Think we’re talking about the US Postal Service?  Think again!  On February 26, 2003, representatives from GSA’s Federal Vehicle Policy Program, NASA, and the Department of Transportation traveled to Western Maryland to tour the UNICOR prison facility in Cumberland that produces U.S. Government license plates.  The weather changed abruptly just days before and threatened to cancel the trip.  Participants decided to proceed anyway through the unpredictable weather, braving snow showers and temperatures in the teens.  However, their efforts and determination paid off with an enlightening tour of the facility, a demonstration of security procedures, and viewing actual orders, from the Internet ordering procedure through production and shipping.  NASA, who at that time had not yet established their license plate requirements, managed to convey their desires for a plate design and leave with full color samples of their perspective plate.  The Cumberland facility is a significant improvement from the previous supplier of license plates (District of Columbia’s Lorton Prison).  The changeover has greatly enhanced record keeping procedures and increased security while reducing order lead-time and defective tags.  The facility also produces other items, such as promotional items and agency seals.  Agencies desiring to participate in future tours of the facility should contact Michael Moses at (202) 501-2507, or email at mike.moses@gsa.gov.

