Used Oil Filters: Waste or Resource?

Good car care goes beyond changing your oil and oil filter every 3,000 miles.  It also includes being environmentally responsible when disposing of used oil filters.  “While almost all used oil filters were simply discarded only a few years ago, we now recognize them as a valuable resource,” said Brent Hazelett, executive director of the Filter Manufacturers Council and director of Environmental Affairs for the Motor & Equipment Manufacturers Association (MEMA) Environmental Institute.  “We have certainly come a long way, from nearly zero used oil filters recycled to over 100 million annually, but we still have a great challenge ahead.”  

Steel scrap, including recycled oil filters, is a vital ingredient in the steelmaking process. Approximately 200,000 tons of steel would be recovered if all the filters sold in the United States annually were recycled.  Filters that are not recycled contribute to the existing landfill problem.  The Filter Manufacturers Council (FMC) is devoted to increasing the recycling rate of used oil filters across the nation by heightening consumer awareness.

The FMC established the Used Filter Recycling Database, www.filtercouncil.org, to provide support information to business owners establishing filter recycling collection programs, specifically regulatory information, and a list of companies offering recycling services.  Three brochures are also available from the FMC, published in cooperation with the Steel Recycling Institute (SRI).  The partnership was developed to provide home mechanics and oil change businesses with information on used oil filters.  The first brochure details steps for recycling oil filters for “do-it-yourself” mechanics, while the second provides tips for businesses to establish an oil filter collection and recycling program.  The third brochure is entitled “How to choose a filter management service,” and gives tips on how to choose a proper filter transporter, processor, or recycler for your business.  

Businesses can obtain copies of the brochures and any other information on filter recycling by calling the Used Filter Recycling Hotline at 1-800-993-4583.  This information can also be retrieved from the FMC website at www.filtercouncil.org.  The website will allow users to access state regulations and gain instant information on filter transporters, processors, and recyclers servicing any state or Canadian province.  It also provides access to over 40 technical service bulletins published by the Council.  These bulletins provide valuable information to mechanics on such topics as; the impact of dents on spin-on filters, transmission fluid evacuation service, extended oil drain intervals, and many others.  

Established in 1971, the Filter Manufacturers Council represents 26 international manufacturers of vehicular and industrial filtration products, as well as select suppliers.  The organization has undertaken several environmental initiatives, including the most comprehensive study of used oil filters to date, and continues to encourage the recycling of used oil filters.  The Council is administered by the MEMA.     

