Child Passenger Safety Week – February 8 – 14, 2004 

Imagine if nine out of 10 of your fleet vehicles contained faulty safety belts. A design flaw had put the shoulder strap across a driver’s neck and placed the lap belt too high. What if there was a crash and, because the driver put the misplaced shoulder strap behind him, he suffered a head injury?

You would have a problem.

America’s parents have a problem. Only one out of 10 of their four- to eight-year-olds are riding in booster seats, the car seats designed to elevate children so the safety belt fits them properly. That means nearly nine out of 10 are not properly restrained.

Would you feel safe letting nine out of 10 of your fleet drivers leave the lot not properly restrained?

Parents should think the same way, and more are recognizing the value of booster seats. Still, as we prepare for Child Passenger Safety Week this February, we should redouble our efforts to get children into booster seats. 

The risks are real. When children are graduated too quickly to a safety belt alone, they run a higher risk of head and stomach injuries in a crash, as well as the risk of being thrown out of the car or truck. One study showed that children age two to five who are moved to safety belts too early are four times more likely to sustain a serious head injury than those restrained in child safety seats or booster seats.
Safety belts are designed for adults. Booster seats fill the gap, positioning children too large for toddler car seats up higher so the belt fits them properly. Booster seats typically cost between $15 and $125, and can be found at many large discount and baby product stores or web sites.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration recommends all children use booster seats at least until age eight, unless they are at least 4-feet 9-inches tall (and few are). 

A booster seat is one of the four steps to child passenger safety:

· Infants should be placed in rear-facing infant seats in the back seat until they are at least one year old.

· As they get older, and become toddlers, children who are between 20 and 40 pounds should be placed in forward-facing toddler seats.

· After about age four, children then move to booster seats until they are tall enough for the final step – safety belts alone. (Children 12 years old and younger should always remain in the back seat, regardless of how they are restrained). 

There was a time when car seat use was rare. But now, nearly all parents and caregivers place their infants in rear-facing car seats and most put toddlers in car seats. Then car seat use rates plummet after age four.

Anyone who manages a fleet of vehicles knows how important it is to have drivers properly restrained. As we approach child passenger safety week this year, consider making a recommendation that reaches beyond your fleet lot. Consider suggesting a booster seat to a parent or caregiver eager to protect the most precious cargo they know – their kids.

