UI, National Biodiesel Board Receive $960,000 in Biodiesel Fuel Education Grants

Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced the selection of the University of Idaho (UI) and the National Biodiesel Board to receive $960,000 in grants to work together as partners to conduct a Biodiesel fuel education program.   

The National Biodiesel Board was awarded $770,000 to create educational programming and the University of Idaho was awarded $190,000 to provide technical support for the effort.  

The purpose of the grants, which were awarded on a competitive basis, is to develop an educational program to target governmental and private entities that operate vehicle fleets.  The program will address issues previously identified by fleet operators and other potential users of this alternative fuel, including the need to balance the positive environmental, social and human health effects of Biodiesel consumption with the increased cost per gallon.  In addition, these grants will be used to inform other interested groups and the general public about Biodiesel fuel use. 

Biodiesel – which can be made from almost any agricultural oil or fat, including soybean oil, animal fats, and recycled greases – has many environmental and health benefits.  It is biodegradable, and when burned by itself or in a blend, produces less sulfur dioxide, carbon monoxide, cancer-causing compounds, particulate matter and other forms of air pollution, compared to conventional diesel fuels.

Section 2004 of the 2002 Farm Bill authorizes a total of $4.8 million for fiscal years 2003 through 2007.

A special thanks to Julie Shain, Manager, GSA, Boise Fleet Management Center, Chairperson of our Boise, Idaho Local Federal Fleet Policy Council (FedFleet) Chapter and our other chapter members who are playing an important roll in the development of biodiesel infrastructure within the state of Idaho.  Also, for their commitment to promote and utilize this alternative fuel whenever and wherever possible.

For more information contact Bill Loftus, UI agricultural communication, at 208-885-7694 or bloftus@uidaho.edu.
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