FMCSA R&T FORUM FEATURES STELLAR PROGRAM

By Victoria Chapman, FMCSA R&T Communications Advisor

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) Office of Research and Technology (R&T) recently held its 4th Annual Forum titled FMCSA Research & Technology: Synergy in Partnerships in conjunction with the Transportation Research Board’s 83rd Annual Meeting.  The Forum provided insights from top-level speakers and two sets of panelists on how to build public-private partnerships that involve government, academia and industry working together toward common transportation safety goals. 

Mr. John Hill, FMCSA’s Chief Safety Officer, presented the opening remarks to about 150 people in attendance.  He noted FMCSA’s mission is to support the President’s top transportation priorities of safety and security by meeting its goal of reducing commercial motor vehicle crash fatalities on our nation’s highways to 1.65 fatalities per 100 million miles of truck travel by 2008.  He stressed the importance of government, industry, and public/private partnerships as a way to make our roads and commercial vehicles safer and to keep commerce and freight moving efficiently. 

In his keynote address, Acting Administrator of the Research and Special Programs Administration, Sam Bonasso, gave his viewpoints on what he called “a topic dear to my heart”— public-private partnerships.  He said he learned the value of public-private partnerships, early on, from working in the private sector.  Mr. Bonasso noted that no single research entity possesses all of the required resources to meet all of its strategic goals and that partnerships are the critical key to expanding one’s capabilities and resource pool, including funding. 

Setting the stage for the two panel discussions that followed, Brigham McCown, FMCSA’s Chief Counsel reviewed the formal arrangements the government can have with third parties such as procurement grants, cooperative and grant agreements, and the process that must be followed to do so.  He also talked about ways the U.S. government can partner with outside entities, where the tasks to be performed by each party are generally spelled out in a Memorandum of Understanding.  He then reviewed the Standards of Ethical Conduct that apply to Federal employees and provided some general rules for a government agency to follow in forming these types of third-party relationships.

The panel sessions began with FMCSA subject matter experts on Panel I covering the Commercial Vehicle Information Systems Network, Electronic On-Board Recorders, CMV Medical Qualifications and Testing, and the National Commercial Vehicle Roadside Testing Lab.  A group of diverse stakeholders representing industry, academia, the medical community, and trade associations spoke on Panel II.  They were: Greg Larson, Chief, Office of Traffic Research for the CA Department of Transportation; Alex Guariento, Director of Safety for Greyhound in Dallas, TX; Ellison Wittels, M.D., Concentra Medial Center, Houston, TX; Tom Dingus, Director of VA Tech’s Transportation Institute, Blacksburg, VA; and Bob Clarke, President of the Truck Manufacturers Association in Washington, DC.  Their presentations focused on the opportunities that arise from their perspective and experience when the public and private sectors come together to take advantage of the natural synergies that exist between them. 

