Oklahoma Governor Henry Announces Improved Access of Alternative Fuel for State Vehicles

Governor (Gov.) Brad Henry is urging state agencies to take advantage of a new Oklahoma City fueling station for Ethanol 85, also known as E85, an environmentally friendly blend of 85-percent ethanol and 15-percent gasoline. A clean-burning fuel. E85 is biodegradable.

The station, which is operated by the state Department of Central Services (DCS), boasts an E85 pump dedicated for state-owned flexible fuel vehicles (FFVs) that can run on E85 or gasoline, or both. DCS alone owns 349 FFVs as part of a Federal mandate that state governments ensure that a certain percentage of their motor fleets be able to operate on alternative fuels.

Under state law, any state-owned vehicle that can operate on

alternative fuel must do so if such a filling station is located within a

five-mile radius of the respective state entity.

Increased use of E85 is also certain to help Oklahoma's agricultural

industry, as it is derived from corn and a number of other feed grains.

Moreover, hull-less barley, which is ideal for our state's climate, is

well-suited for conversion to ethanol.

Gov. Henry commended DCS, which administers the Alternative Fuels

Program in Oklahoma, for its role in promoting and training technicians in

E85 repair.

"I want to thank the Department of Central Services, the Corporation

Commission and Fuel Manager of Oklahoma for their efforts in making this a

reality," the Governor said. "Use of E85 is beneficial to the environment

as well as to Oklahoma's agricultural industry. It is a win-win situation

all around."

Funding for the E85 pump stems from a $100,000 loan approved by the

Alternative Fuels Program to DCS's Fleet Management Division.

