FMCSA CONDUCTS STAKEHOLDER FORUMS

By Victoria Chapman, FMCSA R&T Communications Advisor

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) is undertaking an on-going campaign to invite stakeholder input in the development of its research agenda.  FMCSA sponsored two 2003 stakeholder forums to initiate the effort.  One was held in Denver in November and the other in Baltimore in December. 

These forums were specifically designed to solicit input for consideration for the fiscal year 2006 research agenda.  More than 80 attendees were stakeholders who represented motor carrier and motor coach companies, insurance companies, state enforcement and regulatory agencies, safety advocacy groups, academia and private sector consulting firms and vendors. 

Attendees identified crash factors affecting commercial vehicle safety and recommended more than 125 specific research initiatives to address these factors.  By far, the most frequently cited safety factors were driver-related issues.

Some of the specific topics recommended for research include:  

· Adequacy of biannual physicals for older commercial drivers;
· Capability of States to effectively and accurately share commercial driver data between jurisdictions; 
· Driver experience impact on commercial vehicle safety; 
· Standards for the development and use of driver simulators;
· Certification for commercial drivers to operate in unique and/or challenging terrains (i.e. mountains);
· Improvement of visibility of commercial vehicles; and
· Impact of work zone layout on commercial vehicle safety
A final report on the results of Forums has been published and distributed and copies are available on the FMCSA home page, keywords Research and Technology. 

FMCSA will continue to seek stakeholder input through additional forums that will be held annually. 

