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Global Road Safety – Did you know that more than 3000 people are killed each day in road traffic accidents around the world
? That equates to 1.2 million traffic deaths a year and one traffic death every 30 seconds. The human toll and economic burden from road traffic deaths and injuries, especially in developing countries, is enormous and expected to increase. There is a move afoot, within the United States Government (USG), among private organizations and on the international stage, to intervene and reverse this trend. 

Why is the Global Road Safety focus important to you? Traffic accidents are the number one cause of non-natural death of American citizens abroad, including Federal employees working in many locations around the globe.  The U.S. Department of State, under the Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs (OES) now chairs a USG interagency working group on Global Road Safety. Other agencies involved in spearheading the USG Global Road Safety interagency working group effort include the Department of Transportations’ National Highway Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the Department of Health and Human Services’ Centers for Disease Control (CDC). The interagency working group will coordinate the USG’s activities on international Global Road Safety to ensure a cohesive USG foreign policy agenda. 
The United Nations has declared the week of April 23-29, 2007, as Global Road Safety Week, with a focus on vulnerable young road users. In the United States, the focus will be on young drivers. As the lead for the Global Road Safety interagency working group, the Departments of State, Transportation and Health and Human Services will be involved in a number of awareness programs to get the word out on the importance of Global Road Safety. Stay tuned!  Interested in learning more? View the Department of State website link at: http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety_1179.html; the NHTSA website at: www.nhtsa.dot.gov; and the CDC Center for Injury Prevention and Control at www.cdc.gov/health/motor.htm.






