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Who Are We? 

ÅFirst of all, we are Americans like you 

ÅThe American Trucking Associations 

ï50 State Trucking Associations 

ï20 Specialty organizations 

ïSeveral affiliates (National Tank Truck Association) 

ÅUsually we are end-to-end shipment 

ÅEvery day, we connect other modes 
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Insightful Truck Facts 
 

Å96% of trucking companies have 20 or fewer trucks  
ÅEmploys 9,000,000 people, directly or indirectly (1 in 15)  
ÅShippers spend 84 cents of every shipping dollar on trucks 
ÅTrucks haul 69% of all freight tonnage.  
Å80% of all American communities are supplied ONLY by 

trucks. 
ÅThere are 3.4 million truck drivers in America 
ÅLong-haul driver averages 500 miles per day 

ÅAnd 100,000 to 110,000 miles per year. 
Å3 out of 4 collisions with a truck are solely attributable to 

the car driver, not the truck driver.  
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¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΧ 

ÅProblem  statement 

ÅIndustry specific problems 

ÅEconomic problems 

Å²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜΧ ![[ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ 

ÅReview suggested solutions 

ÅQuestions 
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Å We substituted one Washington crisis for 
another, keeping a lid on economic growth.  
Å Higher 2013 taxes will reduce GDP growth 
by roughly 0.5 percentage points this year. 
Å Some U.S. fundamentals look better in 
2012, including housing & autos ς traditional 
leaders in a recovery. 
Å However, housing and autos alone will not 
be enough to jump start the economy into 
faster growth.  Slower manufacturing output 
and consumer spending will prevail. 
Å A more robust recovery is waiting to be 
unleashed ς probably not until 2014 ς  
& first interest rate hike in 2015.  

U.S. Economic Summary 

Debt Ceiling 

Eurozone Problems 

Sandy 

Unemployment 

Housing 

Monetary Policy 
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What Drives Freight 
Volumes & What Are 

These Trends Showing Us? 
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Key Drivers of Truck Freight 

Sources: Various Government Agencies and ATA  
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Sources: Census Bureau & ATA  
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Leaner Retail Inventories x Autos Will Give 
Trucking a Small Boost in Early 2013 

Inventory-to-Sales 
Ratio 

All Retail 

Retail x Autos 

Reducing total supply chain inventories 
chopped 1.3 percentage points off of the 4th 
quarter real GDP reading. 
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Sources: Department of Labor & ATA  
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The Schizophrenic Job Market 

Unemployment Rate 
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Å Ceiling deadline pushed back, but still has to be 
dealt with 
Å Failure to raise the ceiling would result in massive 
fiscal constraint ς DƻǾΩǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
brings in. Spending cuts would be huge at first ς up 
to 40%. 
Å DƻǾΩǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǉŀȅ ŘŜōǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
call into question the ability to pay those debts. 

Debt 
Ceiling 

Debt Ceiling Realities 
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ÅFreight volumes in 2013 should be 
similar to 2012 before taking off in 2014 
and 2015 
Å Specialty trucking is doing better than 
generic trucking. 
Å Carriers still cautious about capacity 
additions and the industry operates 
fewer trucks than in 2007 peak 
Å Fleets need to replace a significant 
amount of tractors in the years to come. 
Å Driver shortage remains a problem for  
the foreseeable future 

Trucking Summary 

Factory Slowdown 

Housing Starts 

Sandy Rebuilding 

Driver Shortage 

Tighter Capacity 

Equipment  
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