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The terms of environmental impacts used in the Environmental Impact Statement are defined as 
follows: 

No Impact: No impact is anticipated. 

Negligible Impact: Slight adverse or beneficial impacts would not likely be detectable. 

Minor Impact: Adverse or beneficial impacts would be measurable but well within historic or 
regulated limits. 

Moderate or Major Impact: Adverse or beneficial impacts would be readily apparent – adverse 
impacts outside historic baseline or regulated limits would require offsetting mitigation 
measures. 

Beneficial Impact: Impacts recognized as being an improvement to the study area being 
evaluated. 



PROJECT ALTERNATIVES 

The Environmental Impact Statement considers a No Action Alternative and an Action 
Alternative. 

No Action Alternative 

The No Action Alternative is based on the premise that the Property would not be sold 
after PIADC is relocated and accordingly, the Property would remain in federal 
ownership. Although GSA is directed by law to sell the Property at public sale, NEPA 
requires consideration and analysis of a No Action Alternative, as described in Section 
1502.14(d) of the implementing regulations of the Council on Environmental Quality 
(CEQ). The No Action Alternative is based on the premise that the Property would not be 
sold after PIADC is relocated and accordingly, the Property would remain in federal 
ownership. 

Action Alternative 

The Action Alternative is the sale of the Property by public sale, which is the outcome 
directed by law. The EIS examines the Action Alternative through an analysis of four 
practicable reuse options. 

Reuse Option 1: Under the adaptive reuse option, the existing buildings, infrastructure, 
and transportation assets would be adapted for other purposes and continue to function at 
current or similar levels. 

Reuse Option 2: The low-density zoning option is based upon a land use and zoning 
scheme similar to that of neighboring Fishers Island, New York. This option would 
accommodate approximately 90 residential units including the required support 
infrastructure. 

Reuse Option 3: The high-density zoning option is based upon the highest density 
permitted by the Town’s zoning regulations. This option would accommodate 
approximately 750 residential units and supporting infrastructure. 

Reuse Option 4: The primary function of the conservation/preservation option would be 
to protect, manage, and enhance the natural and cultural resources on the Property should 
the Property be purchased for conservation or preservation purposes. 
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