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Welcome! 
Enjoy some music before we start. The program will begin at 1:00 PM EST. 

If you would like to view live closed captioning, keep the meeting open and 
in another window go to this link: 

www.captionedtext.com/client/event.aspx?EventID=4923859&CustomerID=321

The slide presentation and a recording of this forum will be posted to the IAE space on 
Interact.GSA.gov after the event.

Please post questions to the Q&A log. Thank you!
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● What Is a Unique Entity ID?

● When Is the Unique Entity ID Changing?

● Why Is the Change from the DUNS Number to Unique Entity ID (SAM) Happening?

● What Does the Unique Entity ID (SAM) Mean for Me?

● How Do I Get a Unique Entity ID (SAM) without Registering? (DEMO)
● Preview: Incorporating Getting a Unique Entity ID (SAM) into the SAM.gov entity registration 

process

Agenda
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What Is the Unique Entity ID?
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TODAY

The authoritative unique entity identifier used 
by the federal government is the DUNS Number

● The DUNS Number is a 9-character 
numeric value

● Managed, granted, and owned by Dun & 
Bradstreet 
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What Is the Unique Entity ID?

The DUNS Number will remain the authoritative identifier until 4/3/2022

APRIL 4, 2022

The authoritative unique entity identifier used by 
the federal government will be the 
Unique Entity ID (SAM)

● The Unique Entity ID (SAM) is a 12-
character alphanumeric value 

● Managed, granted, and owned by the 
government 
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When Is the Unique Entity ID 
Changing?
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When is the Unique Entity ID Changing?

On April 4, 2022Today

◉ DUNS Number is authoritative identifier

◉ Unique Entity ID (SAM) is available, not 
authoritative

◉ Unique Entity ID (SAM) is authoritative identifier

◉ DUNS Number is not available in IAE systems

Unique Entity ID (SAM) is available 
in IAE systems

The federal government stops using 
the DUNS Number to identify entities
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Unique Entity ID (SAM) Transition in Detail

Q1 FY 2022 Q2 FY 2022 Q3 FY 2022

April 4, 2022 
Transition complete
✓ New validation process 

in place for Unique 
Entity ID (SAM) 

✓ DUNS Number no 
longer appears in any 
IAE interface/screen

Today
Unique Entity ID (SAM) is:
✓ assigned to, and viewable for, entities registered in SAM.gov
✓ included in IAE APIs and extracts
✓ appended to all FPDS contract actions included in FPDS Atom Feeds (V1.5.2)
✓ Unique Entity ID (SAM) viewable across IAE systems
✓ Interfacing systems may send either the Unique Entity ID (SAM) or the DUNS Number to IAE systems
✓ DUNS Number remains authoritative for entity registrations and subaward reporting
✓ Subaward recipients can apply for Unique Entity ID (SAM) on SAM.gov

○ Does not require complete entity registration

On April 4, 2022, the DUNS Number is no longer 
used as the entity identifier for federal awards.

User acceptance testing of EVS process in SAM.govWe are here
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Why Is the Change from the DUNS 
Number to Unique Entity ID (SAM) 

Happening?
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The move from DUNS to the Unique Entity ID (SAM) is a federal 
government-wide initiative.  

OMB has directed federal agencies/systems  to complete their transition
to the Unique Entity ID (SAM) no later than April 4, 2022.  

GSA’s role in the federal transition is, in part, to assign the Unique Entity ID 
(SAM) as part of the entity registration process.

GSA is also preparing all IAE systems (SAM.gov, FPDS, FAPIIS, etc.) to use 
the new Unique Entity ID. 
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Why Is the Change from DUNS to Unique Entity ID Happening (1 of 2)?
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The federal government is streamlining the entity registration process and making it easier for 
entities to do business with the federal government.

● This change simplifies the process of registering your organization to do business with the federal 
government.

○ Entities will be assigned an identifier during registration or can request one at SAM.gov 
without needing to register

⮞ You will not need to go to a third party to obtain an identifier or to get help.
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Why Is the Change from DUNS to Unique Entity ID Happening (2 of 2)?
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Federal agencies you do business 
with will directly issue information 
about changes to the award and 
payment processes.

● For example, Grants.gov has 
already initiated its transition.  

● Go to: 
grants.gov/web/grants/forms/
planned-uei-updates.html
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Agency Implementation across the Federal Government

Federal agencies are implementing their 
own Unique Entity ID transition plans by 
April 4, 2022. 

● They will manage updates to their own: 
■ Procurement award processes 

and systems
■ Grant award processes and 

systems
■ Invoicing and payment 

processes and systems
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What Does the Unique Entity ID (SAM) 
Mean for Me?
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I’m an entity already registered in SAM.gov

You’ve already been assigned a Unique 
Entity ID! 

It’s viewable on your entity registration 
record in SAM.gov.

What Does the New Unique Entity ID Mean for Me? (1 of 6)
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What Does the New Unique Entity ID Mean for Me? (2 of 6)
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I’m a sub-awardee NOT registered in SAM.gov and 
I use the DUNS Number for subaward reporting

You can request a Unique Entity ID (SAM) in SAM.gov today. 
A DUNS Number is still required. No registration will be required.

Continue to use your DUNS Number for reporting. Starting on April 4, 2022, 
you will only use the Unique Entity ID (SAM) for reporting.
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What Does the New Unique Entity ID Mean For Me? (3 of 6)
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I pull award data and reports from IAE 
systems and view the DUNS Number.

The Unique Entity ID (SAM) is available now, along with the DUNS Number, in 
SAM.gov APIs, data extracts, and the FPDS Atom Feed. 

On April 4, 2022, only the new Unique Entity ID will be provided and the DUNS 
field will go away.
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What Does the New Unique Entity ID Mean For Me? (4 of 6)
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I search for entity and contract award 
information using the DUNS Number.

Today, you can use the DUNS Number and/or the Unique 
Entity ID (SAM) to search entities. Starting on April 4, 
2022, you can only use the Unique Entity ID (SAM).
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What Does the New Unique Entity ID Mean For Me? (5 of 6)
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Before April 4, 2022, go to D&B and get a DUNS 
Number, then go to SAM.gov to register your entity. 
You will be assigned a Unique Entity ID (SAM) as a part 
of the SAM.gov registration process.

I’m going to register my entity in the 
future. Do I still need the DUNS Number? 
How do I get a Unique Entity ID (SAM)?
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What Does the New Unique Entity ID Mean For Me? (6 of 6)
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I’m going to register my entity in the 
future. Do I still need the DUNS Number? 
How do I get a Unique Entity ID (SAM)?

After April 4, 2022, you will be assigned a Unique 
Entity ID (SAM) as part of the SAM.gov registration 
process. You no longer need to get a DUNS Number 
for SAM.gov entity registration.
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How Do I Get a 
Unique Entity ID (SAM) 
without Registering?

DEMO
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New 
Homepage 
Options
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Once signed in:
from any of the “Get Started” 
pages a help page for determining 
which path to take

- full registration
- just need a UEI (SAM)

If you opt to complete the full 
registration, your entity will be 
assigned a UEI (SAM) 
automatically as part of the 
process. No additional steps 
needed.

If you already have a registration, 
you already have a UEI(SAM). Just 
go to the main search.
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Unique Entity Identifier is still 
authoritatively the DUNS until 
April 4th 2022.

Entity validation to get the UEI 
(SAM) will be against D&B 
information.

Easy view of steps so you know 
where you are in process.

Fields adapt based on user input, e.g.
country will change ZIP fields and 
entering the ZIP will auto populate 
the state and city.
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Matches displayed are based on a comparison of data entered by the 
user to D&B data.

We do take a near match - in the case shown ‘Parkway’ was entered by 
the user, and ‘PKWY’ is in the record

Just as with registrations, the entity can determine they want the UEI 
to show publicly or just be restricted to federal users.

If no matches are found, the user will be directed to D&B as they are 
still the source until April 4th.
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If the entity is already registered in SAM, the 
user will be notified and given an easy path to 
request a role.
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If the Unique Entity ID (SAM) has not been 
assigned to the entity, you will see the 
following screen.

You must certify you are authorized to take 
this action for the entity.
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If a Unique Entity ID (SAM) has already been 
assigned to the entity, you will see the following 
message.

You are now associated to the entity and can 
accept any updates from D&B for items such as 
address changes.

The entity is NOT registered at this point. We do 
provide that in text on screen and a ‘easy’ button 
for them to start that process.

With this workflow there is NO change to the 
current registration screens or validations.
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Preview: Incorporating Getting a Unique Entity ID 
(SAM) into the SAM.gov entity registration process 
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Upon sign in, you go to “Get 
Started” help page to determine 
which path to take

- full registration
- just need a UEI (SAM)

The “Get Unique Entity ID” 
process shown earlier stays the 
same.



System for Award Management | For People Who Make, Receive, and Manage Federal Awards 30

This is the first step in the future 
non-federal entity registration.

In the new registration workflow
you will see:

✓ Additional help on screen

✓ Changes to look and feel

✓ UEI (DUNS) is still used for 
validation

✓ UEI (SAM) assigned with current 
process.
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This page informs the non-federal 
user of upcoming steps.

You can decide to change the Purpose 
of Registration or continue forward.
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This is a help page to ensure entities are ready to 
complete the registration process.

This process does not change the required 
documents or needed information for a entity to 
register in SAM.
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The authoritative Unique Entity 
Identifier is still the DUNS Number 
until April 4th 2022

D&B information continues to be 
used to validate entity 
information to get the Unique 
Entity ID (SAM).

This should look familiar, as it matches the process for Get 
Unique Entity ID (SAM). As soon as the UEI is assigned to the 
entity, the user is taken to the current registration pages to 
complete core data and any other sections needed.

Fields adapt based on user input, 
e.g. country will change ZIP fields 
and entering the ZIP will auto 
populate the state and city.
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By moving these pages into modernized SAM.gov, we can include 
additional help for the user.

When launched, each step includes appropriate help articles.

In April, this will include specific prompts for a user to directly 
create an incident with FSD.gov.
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The created incident will include details to help the 
agents.

Starting in April 2022, the create incident option will be 
available when a user finds no matches when trying to 
find their entity. The ticket will automatically include the 
user input data in step 1, and any matches shown to the 
user in step 2 of the process.

The created ticket will go directly to the entity validation 
service provider for help.

User can also upload additional documents or text to 
help an agent when reviewing the issue.

Users will get notification of FSD incident number.
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Consolidated help 
information on UEI 
Transition on 
FSD.gov home page. 
Access it here.

Access the  NEW UEI 
Quick Start Guide

https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0046482
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0049214
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We Want Your Feedback!

37

Our feedback tool is on the footer of all 
pages on SAM.gov
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U.S. General Services Administration

The Integrated Award Environment

See latest on how GSA is preparing for the federal transition at:
GSA.gov/EntityID

Join us on Interact for the latest updates: interact.gsa.gov/group/integrated-award-
environment-iae-industry-community

Join the Technical Interface Community by emailing
IAE_Admin@gsa.gov
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http://gsa.gov/entityID
https://interact.gsa.gov/group/integrated-award-environment-iae-industry-community
https://interact.gsa.gov/group/integrated-award-environment-iae-industry-community
mailto:IAE_Admin@gsa.gov
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Questions?

Thank you!
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