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GSA Public Buildings Service

Marketable Space
Space is considered marketable if it can be assigned to another federal tenant 
agency or to a private sector tenant. PBS decides if space is marketable. 
The decision is based on many factors including the unique aspects of each 
situation. Following are general guidelines.

Location and Usage
The space must be accessible from the building’s common corridors. PBS 
cannot refuse to release a tenant from marketable space just because there  
is no suitable tenant; the space might remain vacant.

The space also must conform to the prevailing real estate use pattern. For 
example, a tenant agency that occupies an entire office building cannot return 
the mailroom and loading dock space. Given their use, these spaces are only 
marketable to the single tenant of the building.

However, if a building has multiple tenants and one tenant returns storage 
space, this space is marketable if it can be accessed by the other tenants in  
the building. PBS should accept this space if the tenant gives four months 
written notice.

Size of Space
A block of space must be a minimum size to be marketable. If the space is 
configured in a way that limits the layout to office suites versus individual 
offices, the space is considered unmarketable if:

•  A tenant agency wants to return a single office with no exterior 
accessibility

•  A tenant agency wants to return a series of unconnected offices  
scattered throughout the building

Offices consolidated into suites are marketable if they have exterior 
accessibility.

If the tenant agency funds alterations to make the space marketable, for 
example, by constructing a wall to separate it from the tenant agency’s 
remaining space; or by constructing a separate entrance, then the space  
may be released.

If a tenant agency releases its entire block of space, the space is considered 
marketable.
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