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Description:  The Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980 as amended (15 U.S.C. 3710 et seq.) was amended by Public Law 102-245 (February 14, 1992).  This authority allows the head of an agency to loan, lease, or transfer research equipment to educational institutions or certain nonprofit organizations.
Authority:  15 U.S.C 3710 (et seq.) as amended by Public Law (P.L.) 102-245.

How does this apply to a federal agency?

This authority allows the head of an agency to loan, lease, or transfer excess research equipment to educational institutions and certain nonprofit organizations for the conduct of technical and scientific education and research activities.  
Discussion: 

Since 1980, Congress has enacted a series of laws to promote the transfer of technology from the federal government to the private sector.  The Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980 was the first of these laws.  
Text from P.L. 102-245:

SEC. 303. RESEARCH EQUIPMENT. Section 11 of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3710) is amended by adding at the end the following new subsection: 
[bookmark: _Hlk503506712]"(i) RESEARCH EQUIPMENT.—The Director of a laboratory, or the head of any Federal agency or department, may give research equipment that is excess to the needs of the laboratory, agency, or department to an educational institution or nonprofit organization for the conduct of technical and scientific education and research activities. Title of ownership shall transfer with a gift under the section.".

This federal technology transfer policy is established by legislation and executive orders and federal agencies may not change or alter the law.  However, each agency may develop specific, detailed policies and procedures that guide how technology transfer works within its organization.   GSA does not administer this program, nor provide official guidance on this authority given to agencies.  GSA is not able to provide a deviation/waiver from the provisions of this authority. 

The Stevenson Wydler Federal Technology Innovation Act of 1980 applies primarily to colleges, universities, and nonprofit organizations that are actively conducting scientific education in a research environment.  However, meeting these criteria does not create any right to receive research equipment.  The types and amounts of research equipment available for donation are at the agency’s discretion. 

GSA notes that this authority is the basis for the Computers for Learning (CFL) program (authorized under Executive Order 12999).

Agencies do not report property transferred under the Stevenson-Wydler Act to GSAXcess® for screening by other federal agencies or states (other than the optional CFL program module).  However, agencies must submit an annual report to GSA listing personal property furnished in any manner to any non-federal recipient, with respect to property obtained as excess or as property determined to be no longer required for the purposes of the appropriation from which it was purchased (FMR 102-36.295). 

Author:  For more information, please contact Coral Childs at coral.childs@gsa.gov.  
