Freightliner is recalling 45 MY 2004-2007 Thomas Built Minotour, FS65, MVP-EF, and HDX model school buses equipped with Ricon wheelchair lifts.  Cracks in the lift arms may allow the mechanism to twist during stowage, preventing closure of the safety interlock switches.  In the event this condition occurs during passenger operations it may not be possible to close the lift door causing the vehicle interlocks to remain engaged preventing movement of the vehicle or the ability to load or unload passengers with disabilities from the vehicle.  Thomas Built is working with Ricon to remedy these buses.  The two vertical arms will be replaced free of charge even if only one arm is cracked.  The recall is expected to begin on May 30, 2006.  06V-150

