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Transfer of Marine Property
GSA approved the transfer of a 61-foot Hatteras boat and a 13-foot Whaler boat from the U.S. Customs to the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary. The value of this transfer was $1,111,706.

U.S. Customs seized the Hatteras several years ago and used it for patrolling the south Florida area and undercover work. However, the Hatteras no longer met the needs of the Customs Service. The Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary acquired both vessels primarily for offshore research and as a support platform. The Sanctuary established an Ecological Reserve in the Dry Tortugas. The Dry Tortugas are located approximately 100 miles offshore from Key West, Florida. This area is very remote with no support facilities available onsite. These vessels will be the primary platform to conduct research projects in the Dry Tortugas Ecological Reserve. The Hatteras will also aide Sanctuary Law Enforcement in protecting and maintaining rules and regulations established in the Tortugas Ecological Reserve.

