
Attachment #1, Wild Fire Vocational Vehicle Selection Guide

The purpose of this guide is to assist state and fire department cooperators that are authorized by the US Department of Agriculture, Forest Service (FS) to procure vehicles that are for use in the support of the Forest Service’s “wildland fire suppression” efforts, pursuant to 16 U.S.C. § 580a. 
The National Wildfire Coordinating Group has established the types of and minimum requirements for firefighting vehicles that are used in support of wildland fire suppression efforts.  The Water Handling Equipment Guide, PMS 447-1 (NFES #1275) (http://www.nwcg.gov/pms/pubs/WHEG03.pdf) details the classification system that types the engines and water tenders referred to below.  

The two approved vehicle types are water tenders and engines.  For the purpose of this agreement, the following vehicle types meet the minimum requirements and may be purchased by approved cooperators without additional FS approval: 
Engine Types:

1, 2,  3, 4, 5, 6 & 7

Water tender Types:
1, 2, 3, 4 & 5

These vehicles must be procured under GSA’s Automotive Multiple Award Schedule (MAS) program.  The multiple award schedule authorized for use in the procurement of firefighting vehicles by the approved cooperators is Vehicular Multiple Award Schedule 23V.  Only the following category is pre-approved under this agreement:
	190 01
	Fire Fighting Apparatus and Attachments - Includes: 

a. NFPA 1901 compliant Command, Pumper, Initial Attack, Mobile Water Supply, Aerial, Quint, Special Service, and Mobile Foam Apparatus. 
b. NFPA 414 & FAA Circular 150/5220-10 compliant Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting Vehicles 
c. NFPA 1906 compliant Wildland Fire Apparatus 
d. NFPA 1901 & 1912 compliant Custom Fire Fighting Chassis and Fire Fighting Vehicle Glider Kits 
e. NFPA 1906 compliant Wild Land Fire Apparatus Vehicle bodies to be mounted on Government provided chassis.


The procedures that approved cooperators will need to follow when placing orders under this program are:

1. Identify the vehicle to be procured in support of the Forest Service’s “wildland fire suppression” efforts
2. Submit their vehicle requirements to GSA’s Fire Program Coordinator (william.hicks@gsa.gov) for validation of their activity address code.   
a. If the vehicle requested is one of the pre-approved types, GSA’s Fire Service Program coordinator will validate the approved cooperator’s activity address code and send the requesting approved cooperator a written validation of their activity address code.

b. If the vehicle requested is NOT one of the pre-approved types, GSA’s Fire Service Program coordinator will validate the approved cooperator’s activity address code and send their request to the chair of the Forest Service’s National Wildfire Coordinating Group Fire Equipment Working Team (FEWT) for approval.  If it is found that the vehicle requested will support the Forest Service’s “wildland fire suppression” efforts, the FS will approve the request, on case by case basis, and send the requesting approved cooperator a written approval and the validation of their Activity address code.
3. Place all orders directly with the Schedule contractor.  Orders will not be placed through GSA Automotive.  
4. Send all payments directly to the Schedule contractor.  Payment will not be made through GSA accounts payable. 
The following are order placement procedures for vehicles procured under GSA’s MAS program.
1. According to FAR 8.405-1(c), approved cooperators wishing to place an order above the micro-purchase threshold ($2,500) against a schedule contract must review the pricelists of at least three schedule contractors. The FAR gives ordering activities the authority to make your best value determination based on price and other related factors. However, FAR 8.405-6 requires documentation of the contracts being considered and a justification if consideration was given to fewer than the required number of contractors. Sole source acquisitions can only be considered in accordance with the justifications required by FAR 8.405-6. 
2. Approved cooperators using GSA’s MAS program must follow the above procedures and retain the following documentation as a part of their procurement file: 

a. A copy of the Request for Quotation (RFQ) sent out to the prospective MAS contractors, and proof of transmission of the request (i.e. fax confirmation, email). The RFQ must identify the special item number requested, item description, the destination, the quantity, a specific color and the required optional equipment. 

b. A minimum of three valid price quotes from schedule contractors offering the product desired. If less than three contractors offer the product, a statement must be made accordingly. You may not merely reference whom you solicited. Copies of the valid price quotes must be placed in your file. Each price quote must be based on current contractor pricing, and have a unique quote number assigned. Quote numbers are assigned by the contractors. 
c. An attached statement documenting the rationale behind contractor selection. If you select a contractor other than the lowest offeror, supporting documentation must be provided for your best value determination.
d. A copy of GSA activity address code validation letter and the FS approval letter (if required, due to the desired vehicle not being pre-approved). 
This program is not mandatory for both the approved cooperators and the Schedule contractors, i.e. the contractors have the option as to whether to accept or reject an order from the approved cooperator.
The use of GSA’s AutoChoice electronic ordering system is not authorized for approved cooperators as a part of this agreement. 
If you have any questions about this attachment, please contact John McDonald (jmcdonald@gsa.gov).
