Donation Success Stories - Missouri

July 2006, Letter from Smithville High School

I just wanted to drop you a quick note to let you know how much the Smithville School District values the "deals" offered at the Missouri State Agency for Surplus Property.  We have saved our patrons thousands of dollars while being able to purchase quality merchandise needed to provide a quality education at Smithville.  Recently, we purchased 175 Virco Model 3100 student desks for $25.00 per unit.  If we had purchased these from the manufacturer or vendor - we would have paid around $100.00 for each desk - a cost which we could not afford nor budget for at this time - but because of your agency, we have 175 nearly new quality desks for our students this fall.  This is just one example.  We purchase hundreds of dollars of consumables and tangibles for our agriculture department - without the State Agency for Surplus Property - our kids would be shorted - bottom-line.  We also purchase items for our maintenance on buildings and grounds.

I appreciate the opportunity to use someone's obsolete and discarded capital - so do our kids.  It only makes "cents" (sense). I have heard through the grape-vine, there is a chance the State Surplus will close or be significantly reduced in inventory - please do not let this happen - it means too much for so many.

July 2006, Letter from Holden R-III School District
We are delighted with the computer desks that were delivered Thursday!  The truck came on time and the desks were exactly what our student’s needed.  These tables will be used by middle school students who are learning computer applications and core subject skills.  Because these tables are on wheels, the custodial staff will be able to clean the carpets in this classroom without totally dismantling the computer systems next year, which will save them about 40 hours each year.  All eight of these desks cost us less than $1000, saving us about $3000 over what the catalog prices would have been.  They are excellent quality tables that are adjustable to meet the needs of our middle school students. 

It was easy to work with your staff.  When I called to see what was in inventory, Roger knew just what was available.  Your staff handled the ordering process so that the transaction was easy for us. We ordered about twenty of these tables last year, and they were also delivered on time.  Next year when we find out what kinds of furniture or other items we will need, we will check with your staff first, so we can save the district money so it can be used for other student needs. Thank you for offering a valuable service that helps Missouri students. 

July 2006, Letter from Manufacturers Assistance Group Inc

Manufacturers Assistance Group, Inc. has used the Federal Surplus Property Program for many years now.  We have purchased many items for use in our sheltered workshop operation over the years.  This service allows us to purchase items useful in our operation at a reduced rate to help keep operating costs down. 

I became Managing Director of the sheltered workshop a little over six years ago.  The former Director felt that employees would be more productive in a standing position.  Within weeks of taking over management operations, I made the decision to make as many jobs as we could into a seated operation.  We purchased several working tables and chairs from Surplus Property at a very reasonable rate.  Over the past six years, we have continued adding tables and chairs from Surplus Property as we have added employees.  Currently 95% of our jobs are sit down jobs.   Handicapped employees are much more comfortable in their jobs.  Our turnover rate is much lower now that employees don’t have to stand for 6 hours.

We have purchased many hand tools used to service equipment in our facility. Lunch boxes used to be stored on mismatched wooden racks that were built some 20 years ago and were quite primitive.  We secured matching metal shelving from Surplus property for a small fee and lunchboxes are now stored neatly on those shelves.  

Recently we purchased several new plastic wash pans.  These will be used to hold small parts we are either sorting or assembling on a daily basis.  We have also purchased office supplies such as ink pens, markers, scissors, and other small items that we use on a daily basis.  We also purchased first aid supplies there.  Items listed are just a few instances of surplus property used in our facility over the past several years.

July 2006, Letter from Putnam County Memorial Hospital

We just wanted to take a moment and let you know how important it has been to Putnam County Memorial Hospital to have the surplus available to our organization. 

We are a small rural critical access hospital who has a very limited supply of money.  We have been able to purchase eight new patient beds, medical supplies, desks, tables, chairs, shredders and other needed office equipment from surplus for pennies on the dollar of what it would normally have cost.  Without surplus, we would not have been able to provide our patients and employees with this much-needed equipment.  Thank you so much for being there to assist us. 

July 2006, Letter from Jefferson County Sheriffs Office, Hillsboro

Our agency recently purchased 400 of the orange mats from you.  These are being used in our jail as prisoner bed mattresses.  At your price of $8 apiece, we spent $3200.  I was looking at purchasing only 150 mattresses that ranged in price from $35-$63 apiece.  With this quantity, this would have cost us between $5400-$10,600 for less than half of what we received from you.  These mattresses seem to hold up as well as previous ones we have purchased.  We also have purchased wool blankets and quilts from you for $3 apiece.  The closest price from jail suppliers is over twice as much for the most economical blanket with the same quality.  In the recent past we have purchased over 200 blankets and quilts from you thus saving us over $6000. 

July 2006, Letter from University of Missouri

Different departments have saved money by using the State Agency for Surplus Property (SASP).  For example: 

Dean of Engineering (Marty Walker) has made several trips to the SASP when it is in need of parts for the Engineering Department Solar Car that they are building. 

The Department of Agronomy-Variety Testing (Howard Mason) has also made several trips to the SASP.  He has purchased items like antifreeze, brake fluid, tools and hoses for testing in his department. 

The SASP has helped the University of Missouri – Columbia save money and stay within their budget. 

April 2006, Letter from Morrison Special Road District

Several years back the commissioners decided to upgrade road graders; our old grader, a 1958 model, was getting a little worse for wear. After checking prices of new road graders at equipment dealers, we found that with our limited budget, we could not afford anything much better than what we had. So one day while at the Missouri State Agency for Surplus Property (MOSASP), we asked about graders. They said that they did not have any at that time, but Marvin put our name on the list to get one when one became available. Therefore, a while later Marvin called us and said he had one coming in and that we should come look at it. 

When we got to the MOSASP we were surprised to find that they had four they just got in. After looking at them, we chose one that was right in our price range and that looked to be in good shape with very low hours. After getting our new grader in, a 1982 john Deere 570a, which was 24 years newer than the old one, we serviced it, did the general maintenance on it and put it to work.  After a little over a year, we have had no real problems with it and are very impressed with the faster speeds on the road, and reverse when doing drained work. The articulated steering with tilt wheels makes turning around on dead end roads much faster than before. This articulated steering also makes cleaning ditches much easier and does a better job than before. This grader also has scarified teeth on the front, so washboard removal is a snap and people living on the roads love that. Faster hydraulics makes preparing the road bed smoother and easier to maintain. 

So in closing, we would really like to thank Marvin and all the others at the MOSASP for making it possible for us to upgrade our road grader.  MOSASP has the friendliest people we have ever dealt with in any agency or other business.
