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The Sweet Smell of Success
It should be said that the lack of smell during any type of disaster is the sure sign of success for the team at South Davis Sewer District. The Operations Superintendent has been on a quest to insure area residents never experience the alternative.

When the Superintendent first started, there was one big pump that was used for backups or when lines were lost, but there wasn't anything as far as emergency preparedness. Much of their equipment has been obtained through the Surplus Program specifically for emergencies.

Because power is vital to keeping homes from being flooded during a power outage, the Superintendent invested in several mobile generators. By also acquiring the right tools, the generators were upgraded to meet the needs of the South Davis Sewer Plant. Because the equipment was received from the Surplus Property Program, the Superintendent saved area taxpayers millions of dollars.

For example, the District has an overhead crane in their shop. The paperwork had already been completed to buy it new for $20,000. An overhead crane was brought in from a base in Colorado Springs, and it was brand new, at a cost of $2,000!! Without the Surplus Program, the District wouldn't have a tenth of the equipment.

There is a similar story for nearly every piece of equipment in and around this shop. It is believed the key to making the Surplus Program work is having staff members with know-how and imagination.

"I've watched a lot of people try to use the program and fail. But if you've got the people with the initiative to do something with it, it's a great program. We support the Program 100 percent," the Superintendent said.

Have Allosaurus Will Travel

When the Traveling Exhibits Manager for the Utah Museum of Natural History, at the University of Utah, was invited to be an exhibitor at the 31st Annual Gem and Mineral Show, he discovered a problem of monstrous size. How would he get the Official Utah State Fossil, an Allosaurus skull, from Salt Lake City, Utah, to Denver, Colorado, safely?

Being the first year the museum was asked to participate; the manager was excited and began the search for a case to transport the prehistoric treasure. The museum staff began looking, only to find the cost of just one case to be hundreds of dollars. Several cases would be needed to transport the exhibit. Working with the small budget allotted a new program; he worried that his traveling museum would be going nowhere.

Disappointed and disillusioned, the manager contacted a Federal Property Utilization Officer. In a short time, ten different sized containers were located! The Property Utilization Officer commented, "As a federal team, we were excited to fulfill the needs of the museum. Nothing is too large or too small for us to try to find."

The Traveling Exhibits Program now uses five cases. "The show was a big success," he said. The containers are currently being used to transport different exhibits to museums, schools, and banks throughout the state. The goal of the program is to get as many people as possible in the state of Utah interested in natural history. It is the museum's hope to someday have a fleet of containers traveling year round.

A spokesman for the Museum of Natural History said, "These containers will allow us to take the heritage of Utah to the people of Utah. In many cases, they (people living outside of the Salt Lake area) may only come here once in a great while and some may never come here at all. So we're taking it to them. And we're shipping out everything from dinosaurs to butterflies."

The staff members of the museum have become regular customers of government surplus. Presently, more than 20 containers have been donated to the museum. The Traveling Exhibits Manager said, "We spend all of our money here now. Besides, we wouldn't know what to do with new stuff; after all, we do deal in old bones."

