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GSA's National Capital Region (NCR) developed an innovative approach to abatement of asbestos at Federal Office Building (FOB) 4 in Suitland, MD, to allow the tenants to continue operations during the process.

In March 1999 asbestos was discovered inside the air handling units and ductwork of FOB 4.  GSA completely shut down the air handling system to avoid contamination.  However, with the cooling season starting in early May, GSA faced the possibility of not being able to provide air conditioning to its tenants.  To heighten the problem at FOB 4, one of the tenants, the Naval Ice and National Weather Operations required uninterrupted air conditioning.

GSA developed a unique approach to the asbestos abatement process that kept the facility fully air conditioned and allowed the tenants to remain in the facility during the abatement.  GSA sealed off the contaminated ductwork and above ceiling areas and installed new ductwork on the exterior of the building with temperature controls to distribute air throughout the building.  Then the contaminated air handling units were cleaned.  The work was performed at night and on weekends to minimize disruption to the tenants of FOB 4.

The cost was $3.1 million to isolate the above ceiling contamination and to provide temporary ductwork on the exterior of the building.  This cost was more than offset by the $10 million it would have cost to temporarily relocate Naval operations to Virginia and Colorado.

For additional information, contact Mr. Garner Duvall at (301) 457-6000 or via e-mail at garner.duvall@gsa.gov.

