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Point Reyes National Seashore, as a Center of Environmental Innovation, is continuing to meet its goal for sustainable practices by rebuilding a restroom with green materials and practices in mind. Park employees are rehabilitating the restroom facility located at the Bear Valley Visitor Center parking lot and picnic area using post-consumer, sustainable, and durable materials. 

This facility is used annually by approximately 60,000 visitors, and the Bear Valley Visitor Center is a focal point for the Point Reyes National Seashore visitor experience. 

Three environmental goals:

· Energy efficiency

· Indoor environmental/air quality

· Resource efficiency

were identified for the life of the project, from design to construction to the future operations. With design and material specifications assistance from Bill Wolpert, owner of the green building design firm Resource Architects, park staff selected practical materials which met the established environmental criteria. 

A strong emphasis was placed on low maintenance, long lasting, durable materials, which are imperative in the Seashore’s corrosive marine environment.  The project was embraced by all the Point Reyes National Seashore staff, and especially by the Facility Management division.  

Typically, restroom facilities are usually the last stop a visitor makes before departing.  Therefore, it is important that they leave with a sense that the Park is taking that extra step towards providing sustainable facilities. We believe the Bear Valley Comfort Station remodel project accomplishes just that.  
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