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LEEDing the Way in Sustainability – R8’s LEED Accredited Professional Training Program

In 2008, GSA’s Region 8 implemented an in-house Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) training program. The program has had two successful courses and now has 25 LEED Accredited Professions (APs). Along with meeting federal laws and goals, the program is empowering associates to improve the economic and environmental performance of building inventory. Since the development of the program, Region 8 has had the most LEED APs nationally than other GSA regions. 

Integrating sustainability into all aspects of business is one of GSA’s and Region 8’s top goals. The two drivers for sustainability factoring into projects at GSA are 

•
Federal laws and regulations set forth by the administration 

•
The impact buildings have on the environment 

Buildings have a significant impact on the environment and federal agencies must meet the environmental and sustainability requirements outlined in Executive Order 13423: Strengthening Federal Environmental, Energy and Transportation Management, the Energy Independence and Security Act (EISA) of 2007 and the Energy Policy Act of 2005 as well as the High Performance and Sustainable Buildings Guiding Principles. This creates an opportunity for the federal government to increase both the economic and environmental performance of its buildings. 

To accomplish the integration of sustainability into all aspects of business, GSA adopted the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design certification system to measure the sustainability of its buildings. All federally owned and leased new construction and major renovation projects must achieve (at a minimum) a LEED Silver Certified Rating.

In an effort to meet GSA’s goal to integrate sustainability into all aspects of its business including design, construction and operations while meeting GSA’s LEED requirements and providing sustainability expertise to our customers, Region 8 developed a LEED Accreditation Professional (LEED AP) training program. 

LEED APs are building industry professionals who have demonstrated a thorough understanding of sustainable building and the LEED Green Building Rating System. The goal of the training program is to prepare candidates from multi-disciplinary backgrounds to successfully pass the LEED AP exam. This innovation is the only program of its kind in GSA and the federal community. 
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