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 Greening Employee Commutes – DOT’s Commuter Choice Survey
The Volpe National Transportation Systems Center (Volpe Center), part of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA), is applying for a GSA Achievement Award for Real Property Innovation in the “Sustainability” area for its Commuter Choice Survey Initiative. Volpe Center operations personnel teamed with in-house transportation researchers to create and implement an innovative and vital tool to 1) assess current employee commutes; 2) gauge the potential  for staff to shift to commutes alternative to conventional single car occupancy trips; and 3) inventory commute-generated greenhouse gases (GHG). The Commuter Choice survey supports compliance with Federal environmental directives, brings the organization closer to LEED certification, and enhances the ability of operations personnel to effectively plan and anticipate staff and campus needs: 

· The Commuter Choice survey directly implements requirements detailed in Executive Order (EO) 13514, Federal Leadership in Environmental, Energy, and Economic Performance,  Section 2b(ii) mandating federal facilities consider reductions in GHGs associated with employee commuting.  
· The survey provides a tool that enables the Volpe Center to assess the GHG emissions associated with employee commutes.

· Volpe Center operations personnel are utilizing survey data to enhance commuter infrastructure planning (including vehicle and bicycle parking resources, and changing rooms and showers) and improve potential commuter benefit options/incentives. 
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