
      
     

       
     

      
        

      
       

     
    

       
      

       
     

       
      

      
       

     
    

 
        

      
       

       

        
     
     
  

        
       

    

      
    
     

 

     
       

     
    

  

  
  

         
   

     

      
  

    

     
    

        
      

     
     

        
       

    
      

  

   

    

     

    

     

   

     

   

  
   

   
    

  
   
   

   
   

    
    

  

   
     

      
     
     

     
    

    
     
     

  

	 	 	 		 	 	 	 	 		 	 	 	
             

U.S. General Services Administration 

AircraftPolicyProgram 
www.gsa.gov/aviationpolicy 

Office of Governmentwide Policy • Office ofTravel,Transportation andAsset Management 

Overview. The Federal 
Government uses aircraft to 
support various missions that 
include the management of natural 
resources, scientific research, 
search and rescue, firefighting, 
marine safety, research and 
development, and law enforcement 
activities.The Federal Government 
owns aircraft, and also leases, 
charters, and rents aircraft through 
commercial aviation service 
providers. 

Federal agencies supported a 
total of 397,190 flight and flight-
related hours in FY 2008.This was 
an overall decrease in total hours 
by 66,970 or 14%. Federal flight 
hours increased from FY 2007 by 
23,664 hours or 9%. Commercial 
aviation service (CAS) flight hours 
decreased by 91,695 flight hours, as 
compared with FY 2007, an overall 
decrease of 44%. 
. 

Mission 
TheAircraft Policy staff writes policies for 
managing the acquisition, use, and disposal 
of aircraft owned or leased by Federal civilian 
agencies. GSA sponsors the Interagency 
Committee forAviation Policy (ICAP) that provides 
GSA with guidance and advice on making policy for 
Federal aviation management. We collect, analyze 
and report aircraft data through the FederalAviation 
Interactive Reporting System (FAIRS) to promote 
best practices in aviation management. 

Authorities 
40 U.S.C. 121- Public Buildings, Property, andWorks 
contains the authority to issue aviation regulations 
and guidance. OMB CircularA-126, Improving the 
Management and Use of GovernmentAircraft, 
and OMB Bulletin No. 93-11,Travel on Government 
Aircraft provide additional guidance. Regulations in 
41 CFR 102-33, Management of GovernmentAircraft, 
apply to all federally funded aviation activities of 
executive agencies, except the President,Vice 
President and theArmed Forces. 

Program Strategy 
GSA is committed to ensuring that the ICAP meets 
the following strategic goals, which will assist 
agencies in the accomplishment of their missions in 
the safest, securest, and most efficient and effective 
manner. 

•	�Safety: To foster the safest aviation program 
within the Federal Government by enhancing 
safety management policies and systems for 
public use aircraft. 

•	�Stewardship: : Improve the acquisition, use 
and disposal of aircraft by identifying obstacles in 
capital planning and implementing environmental 
practices. 

•	�Policy Effectiveness: Effectively engage with 
external stakeholders to shape U.S./International 
aviation policies, including revisions to Federal 
Management Regulations. 

•	�Management and Performance: Ensure 
the accuracy and reliability of all cost and 
utilization data across Federal aviation programs 
by standardizing data requirements and 
implementing performance measures. 

Key Business Drivers 
• Aviation safety 

• Aging fleet aircraft - new aircraft are costly, but 
more efficient to operate 

• Agencies ability to demonstrate projected 
Return-on-Investment 

• Energy and environmental initiatives to reduce 
greenhouse gases/carbon footprints 

• Introduction of NextGen technologies 

Collaboration 
GSA sponsors the ICAP, consisting of 
representatives from all Federal aircraft-using 
agencies. The ICAP advises GSA on policy related 
to fleet planning and acquisition, management and 
administration of aviation programs, operation and 
maintenance of aircraft, aviation safety, training 
for aviation personnel, and the disposal of aircraft. 
GSA also works closely with the Department of 
Transportation, the FederalAviationAdministration 
and the NationalTransportation Safety Board on 
various aviation issues. 

Associations/Training 
• HelicopterAssociation International 

• National BusinessAviationAssn. 

• Joint Council onAgingAircraft 

• National Property ManagementAssn. 

• Aircraft Owners and PilotAssn. 

• Logistics OfficerAssn. 

• FedFleetAviation Safety Officer (ASO) 
Workshops 



Transportation of Passengers

Transportation of Cargo

Training

Surveillance

Search and Rescue

Resource Management

Research and Development, Including Scientific Experimentation

Mission Support

Law Enforcement

Flight Inspection/Calibration

Fire Fighting and Disaster Response

Environmental and Atmospheric Research and Monitoring

0

50000000

100000000

150000000

200000000

250000000

300000000
Crew

Maintenance

Overhead

Fuel

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800
FY 2008

FY 2007

FY 2006

  

      
     

      
   

   
   

   
    

    
     

  
   

   
    
   

      
    

    
     

 

   
  

   
   

   
  

   
  

  
  

  

    
    
  
    
   

                   

             
                   

                   
                  

                        
         

    

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

   

 

 

  

        

        

          

1 

6 

4 

Need to Know	� 2008 Statistics, Ratios &Trends 

$$33,88992,,557733,,884422Federal Inventory:	� OriginalAcquisition Cost , 3• The Federal aircraft fleet 
Airplanes	� 950 MarketValue $1,573,824,400 consists of 251 models from 55 
Helicopters	� 727 Operational Cost $610,981,252 

manufacturers. UnmannedAircraft Systems 10 Accidents/Incidents:	� 11 
• Annually, GSA issues aviation 	 Glider 1 Accident Injuries: 8 

AverageAge of Fleet: 28 years Accident Fatalities: 9awards to recognize and 

publicize excellence in Federal 

aviation programs. GSA 
 Mission Hours Environmental and 
also issues Gold Standard 

Certificates to recognize those 

agencies that have verified 

that they meet or exceed the 

safety guidelines outlined 

in the Federal Management 

Regulations (FMR). GSA 

issued eight certificates to 

Federal agencies in 2008.
�

• Each year, GSA sponsors 
Aviation Safety Officer (ASO) 
training for federal agencies, and 
has issued 250ASO certificates 
to date. 

• GSA coordinatesAviation 
Resource Management Surveys, 
as requested by Federal 
agencies, to survey, identify 
deficiencies, and recommend 
corrective action(s) or $300 
enhancements to an agency’s 

aviation management program, $250
�
which includes aviation 

safety, operations, training, $200
�
maintenance, and facilities.
�
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 Fuel  Overhead  Maintenance  Crew 

Summary of Mandatory Cost Per Flight Hour: FY 2006-2008 
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