GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
Washington, DC  20405

June 25, 2008

GSA BULLETIN FTR 08-05

TO:  Heads of Federal agencies

SUBJECT:  Reimbursement of fees associated with airport security fast pass memberships

1.  What is the purpose of this bulletin?   This bulletin informs agencies that fees for individual employee memberships in registered and/or trusted traveler programs (i.e., FlyClear) are not allowable expenses or reimbursements for purposes of Federal government travel under the Federal Travel Regulation.

2.  What is the background of this bulletin?  There is significant inquiry by Federal agencies and employees regarding whether the individual membership fees incurred by Federal employees who register for an airport security fast pass are reimbursable by the Government.  Members would go through special, shorter security lines, which require the individual member to give personal information in advance.  Collection of the personal information would require memberships to be obtained by individual employees as opposed to an agency.  Thus, it is GSA’s position that in regard to its employees, unless authorized by a specific appropriation, use of funds for these membership fees is statutorily prohibited by 5 U.S.C. §5946.
3.  When does this bulletin expire?  This bulletin is effective immediately and will remain in effect until superseded or rescinded by this office.

4.  Who should I contact for additional information concerning this bulletin?  Jane Groat, Travel Policy Management (MTT), Office of Governmentwide Policy, General Services Administration, Washington, DC 20405; telephone, (202) 501-4318, or jane.groat@gsa.gov.
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