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History of BioTerrorism

Before the era of modern microbiology brought the prospect of germ warfare to the world of the 21st century, ancient armies used filth, cadavers, animal carcasses and contagion as weapons against each other. They knew that fear of infectious diseases could rapidly demoralize and dismantle enemy forces.

During the North American colonization, British forces purposely spread smallpox among the native Indian population by sending smallpox-infested blankets as "gifts"; to Indian tribes who resisted British authority.

A chilling, low-tech, example of BioTerrorism in the U.S. happened in 1984 in a small town in Oregon, when members of the Rajneeshee religious group used Salmonella poisoning to contaminate 10 salad bars in the local area. This affected over 750 restaurant customers who had food poisoning resulting in 45 hospitalizations. The attack was tied to a failed plan to influence the outcome of a local election. This event went undetected until the perpetrators were arrested on different charges some months later and informed local officials about their conspiracy.

