Biological Agents in the Mail Center - Overview Viral Agents
Viruses are the simplest microorganisms and consist of a protein coat surrounding genetic material, either RNA or DNA.

Viruses are much smaller than bacteria and lack a system for their own metabolism. This means that viruses, unlike bacteria, cannot be cultivated in culture media, but must invade/infect living cells in order to multiply. Every virus requires its own special type of host cell for multiplication because of a complicated interaction between the cell and virus. The host cells can be from humans, animals, plants, or even bacteria, but this range is specific to the various viruses. The cultivation of viruses is generally expensive and time-consuming. Types of viruses which could potentially be used as biological agents are:

· Variola Virus - Smallpox 

· Viral Hemorrhagic Fevers (VHF) - Ebola, filoviruses, arenaviruses, yellow fever and dengue. 

