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March 12, 2012



Dear Interested Party:

The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) has prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed perimeter security improvements at the Albert V. Bryan U.S. Courthouse, located at 2100 Jamieson Avenue, Alexandria, VA, for the U.S. Marshals Service, which is a tenant of the building and serves as a cooperating agency in the EA process.  GSA has determined that a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is appropriate for this action, and is pleased to provide a copy of the EA and FONSI for your review.

The Final EA and FONSI were prepared in accordance with Section 102 of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  NEPA requires Federal agencies to provide the public with an opportunity to participate in the process of analyzing the impacts of Federal actions on the human environment.  A previous opportunity to comment on the project was provided to the public during a 15-day public scoping period that began on October 21, 2011.  The Final EA addresses comments received during the public scoping period.  The purpose of this letter is to notify members of the community and other stakeholders of the 15-day public comment review period for the Final EA and FONSI.  Your participation in this process is greatly appreciated.

The purpose and need for the proposed action are to provide for the required level of security at the site, while enhancing the quality of the landscaping and allowing for the removal of temporary security measures.  Temporary security elements, including jersey barriers and planters, currently surround the building on three sides, impacting the building’s visual environment and potentially disrupting pedestrian and vehicular circulation in the surrounding area.  The proposed action would allow for the removal of the temporary elements, while enhancing the quality of the public realm.  The permanent security measures were developed to meet the agency’s need within the confines of the building’s tightly defined urban setting and to respect the interests of neighboring property owners, nearby residents, and pedestrians.



The EA considers two alternatives, an Action Alternative and a No Action Alternative.  The Action Alternative includes the removal of temporary perimeter security measures and the installation of permanent measures on Jamieson Avenue, Courthouse Square South, and Elizabeth Lane.  The Action Alternative includes the narrowing of roadways on Jamieson Avenue and Courthouse Square South in order to allow for improvements to the public realm.  The perimeter security improvements would also facilitate the reconfiguration of the travel lanes on Jamieson Avenue.  The impacts of the two alternatives on the natural and man-made environment are analyzed in the EA.

GSA welcomes comments on the Final EA and FONSI for 15 calendar days from the date stamped on the letter.  All written comments should be submitted to:

U.S. General Services Administration, Public Buildings Service
Attention: Ms. Angela Mar, NEPA Program Specialist
301 7th Street, SW, Room 4004
Washington, DC  20407-0001
Angela.Mar@gsa.gov

If you have further questions regarding the Final EA and FONSI, please feel free to contact Ms. Angela Mar at (202) 205-4668.

Sincerely,




Cathleen C. Kronopolus
Regional Commissioner
Public Buildings Service

Enclosure
