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Appendix G: Seismic Safety in Leasing 

Attachment 1: RLP Seismic Paragraphs 

Attachment 1: RLP Seismic Paragraphs 


THE FOLLOWING ARE EXEMPT FROM THE SEISMIC STANDARDS AND ALL SEISMIC LEASING PARAGRAPHS, 
AND THE ATTACHMENTS CAN BE DELETED: 

• 	 THE LEASE IS FOR LESS THAN FIVE (5) YEARS, 
• 	 THE LEASE IS FOR BUILDING STRUCTURES THAT ARE INTENDED ONLY FOR INCIDENTAL HUMAN 

OCCUPANCY (OCCUPIED BY PEOPLE FOR TWO HOURS OR LESS PER DAY), 
• 	 DETACHED ONE- AND TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS LOCATED WHERE SDS < 0.4 G. 

(CHECK WITH THE REGIONAL SEISMIC ENGINEER TO DETERMINE THE SEISMICITY OF THE 
DELINEATED AREA) , OR 

• 	 THE DELINEATED AREA IS IN THE GREEN AREA (LOW AND VERY LOW SEISMICITY) IN THE SEISMIC 
LEASING REQUIREMENTS MAP 

• 	 (SEE BELOW FOR MAP AND ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS). 

Seismic Leasing Requirements 
FI:(icrnUy Lcased Buildings Complyi.ng \\'i~ l RP8  

United Stale:') 

THE ABOVE MAP DESIGNATES THE LEASING SEISMIC AREAS. 

LOCATE THE DELINEATED AREA ON THE SEISMIC LEASING REQUIREMENTS MAP, WHICH IS AVAILABLE AT 

www.gsa .gov/portal/contentl101286. IF IT IS CLEARLY IN THE GREEN, YELLOW, OR RED AREAS, 

FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS BELOW. IF THE LOCATION IS CLOSE TO A BORDER OF TWO AREAS, CONTACT 
THE REGIONAL SEISMIC ENGINEER FOR ASSISTANCE WITHDETERMINING WHICH AREA THE BUILDING IS 
LOCATED IN. 

GREEN AREA 
IF THE DELINEATED AREA LIES IN AN AREA OF LOW AND VERY LOW SEISMICITY, THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT 
FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF RP 8. 

ACTION REQUIRED: DELETE THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS FROM THE RLP: 
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Appendix G:Seismic Safety in Leasing 

Attachment 1: RLP Seismic Paragraphs <:Y 

SEISMIC SAFETY FOR EXISTING CONSTRUCTION - MODERATE SEISMICITY 
• SEISMIC SAFETY FOR EXISTING CONSTRUCTION - HIGH SEISMICITY 

DO NOT ATTACH THE OFFER FORM PACKAGE, SEISMIC REQUIREMENTS, TO THE RLP/LEASE OFFER 
PACKAGE. 

YELLOW AREA 
IF THE DELINEATED AREA LIES IN AN AREA OF MODERATE SEISMICITY, THE PROJECT IS SUBJECT TO THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF RP 8. THE ONE EXCEPTION IS THAT A BUILDING CONTAINING LESS THAN 10,000 ABOA SF 
RENTED BY THE GOVERNMENT IS EXEMPT. BECAUSE THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING GSA, 
AGENCIES WITH DELEGATED AUTHORITY, OR AGENCIES WITH STATUTORY AUTHORITY, MAY HAVE OTHER 
ONGOING PROCUREMENTS OR EXISTING LEASES IN THE DELINEATED AREA, OFFERORS MUST REPRESENT 
THAT, IF AWARDED THIS LEASE, THE OFFERED BU ILDING WILL HAVE LESS THAN 10,000 ABOA SF OF SPACE 
LEASED TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. THIS IS COVERED IN MODERATE SEISMICITY PARAGRAPH, SUB­
PARAGRAPH B.1. 

ACTION REQU IRED: 
INCLUDE IN THE RLP: 

• SEISMIC SAFETY FOR EXISTING CONSTRUCTION - MODERATE SEISMICITY 

DELETE FROM THE RLP: 
• SEISMIC SAFETY FOR EXISTING CONSTRUCTION - HIGH SEISMICITY 

ACTION REQUIRED: ATTACH THE OFFER FORM PACKAGE, SEISMIC REQUIREMENTS, TO THE RLP/LEASE 
OFFER PACKAGE: 

RED AREA 
IF THE DELINEATED AREA LIES IN AN AREA OF HIGH AND VERY HIGH SEISMICITY, THE PROJECT IS SUBJECT 
TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF RP 8. THE ONE EXCEPTION IS THAT A ONE-STORY BUILDING OF STEEL LIGHT 
FRAME OR WOOD CONSTRUCTION WITH LESS THAN 3,000 ABOA SF OF SPACE IN THE BUILDING IS EXEMPT. 
THIS IS COVERED UNDER PARAGRAPH, SUB-PARAGRAPH B.10F THE HIGH SEISMICITY PARAGRAPH. 

ACTION REQUIRED: DELETE THE FOLLOWING FROM THE RLP: 
• SEISMIC SAFETY FOR EXISTING CONSTRUCTION - MODERATE SEISMICITY 

INCLUDE IN THE RLP: 
• SEISMIC SAFETY FOR EXISTING CONSTRUCTION - HIGH SEISMICITY 

ACTION REQUIRED: ATTACH THE OFFER FORM PACKAGE, SEISMIC REQUIREMENTS, TO THE RLP/LEASE 

OFFER PACKAGE: 

SEISMIC SAFETY - MODERATE SEISMICITY (SEP 2012) 


A. The Government intends to award a Lease to an Offeror of a Building that is in compliance with the Seismic 
Standards. If an offer is received which is in compliance with the Seismic Standards and the other requirements of this 
RLP, then other offers which do not comply with the Seismic Standards will not be considered. If none of the offers is in 
compliance with the Seismic Standards, the LCO will make the award to the Offeror whose offer meets the other 
requirements of this RLP and provides the best value to the Government, taking into account price, seismic safety and 
any other award factors specified in this RLP. 
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Appendix G: Seismic Safety in Leasing 

Attachment 1: RLP Seismic Paragraphs 

B. An offered Building will be considered to be in compliance with the Seismic Standards if it meets one of the 
following conditions: 

1. 	 The offer include a representation that the Building will have less than 10,000 ABOA SF of Space 
leased to the Federal Government upon commencement of the lease term (Seismic Form D), 

2. 	 The offer includes a Seismic Certificate certifying that the Building is a Benchmark Building (Seismic 
Form A). 

3. 	 The offer includes a Seismic Certificate based on a Tier I Evaluation showing that the Building meets 
the Seismic Standards (Seismic Form B). The submission must include the checklists and backup 
calculations from the Tier 1 Evaluation. 

4. 	 The offer includes a Seismic Certificate based on a Tier 2 or Tier 3 Evaluation showing that the 
Building complies with the Seismic Standards (Seismic Form B). If the certificate is based on a Tier 2 
or Tier 3 Evaluation, the data, working papers, calculations and reports from the evaluation must be 
made available to the Government. 

5. 	 The offer includes a commitment to retrofit the Building to satisfy all of the Basic Safety Objective 
requirements of ASCE/SEI 41 (Seismic Form C, Part 1). If the Offeror proposes to retrofit the 
Building, the offer must include a Tier 1 report with all supporting documents, a narrative explaining 
the process and scope of retrofit, and a schedule for the seismic retrofit. The Offeror shall provide a 
construction schedule, concept design for the seismic upgrade, and supporting documents for the 
retrofit, including structural calculations, drawings, specifications, and geotechnical report to the 
Government for review and approval prior to award. The documentation must demonstrate the 
seismic retrofit will meet the seismic standards and be completed within the time frame required. 

6. 	 The offer includes a pre-award commitment to construct a new Building, using local building codes 
(Seismic Form C, Part 2). 

C. The LCO may allow an Offeror to submit a Seismic Certificate after the deadline for final proposal revisions. 
However, the LCO is not obligated to delay award in order to enable an Offeror to submit a Seismic Certificate. 

D. Definitions. For the purpose of this paragraph: 

• 	 "ASCE/SEI 31" means the American Society of Civil Engineers standard, Seismic Evaluation of Existing 
Buildings. You can purchase ASCE/SEI from ASCE at (800) 548-2723 or by visiting http://www.pubs.asce.org. 

• 	 "ASCE/SEI 41" means American Society of Civil Engineers standard, Seismic Rehabilitation of Existing 
Buildings. You can purchase ASCE/SEI from ASCE at (800) 548-2723 or by visiting 
http://www.pubs.asce.org. 

"Benchmark Building" means a building that was designed and built, or retrofitted, in accordance with the 
seismic provisions of the applicable codes specified in Section 1.3.1 of RP 8. 

Engineer" means a professional engineer who is licensed in Civil or Structural Engineering and qualified in the 
structural design of buildings. They must be licensed in the state where the property is located. 

"RP 8" means "Standards of Seismic Safety for Existing Federally Owned and Leased Buildings ICSSC 
Recommended Practice 8 (RP 8)," issued by the Interagency Committee on Seismic Safety in Construction as 
ICSSC RP 8 and the National Institute of Standards and Technology as NIST GCR 11-917-12. RP 8 can be 
obtained from http://www.wbdg.org/ccb/N IST/nist gcr11 917 12.pdf 

"Seismic Certificate" means a certificate executed and stamped by an Engineer on the appropriate Certificate of 
Seismic Compliance form included with this RLP together with any required attachments. 

"Seismic Standards" means the requirements of RP 8 Section 2.2 for Life Safety Performance Level in 
ASCE/SEI 31 or the Basic Safety Objective in ASCE/SEI 41, unless otherwise specified. 

• 	 "Tier 1 Evaluation" means an evaluation by an Engineer in accordance with Chapters 2.0 and 3.0 of ASCE/SEI 
31. A Tier 1 Evaluation must include the appropriate Structural, Nonstructural and Geologic Site Hazards and 
Foundation Checklists. 

"Tier 2 Evaluation" means an evaluation by an Engineer in accordance with Chapter 4.0 of ASCE/SEI 31. 

"Tier 3 Evaluation" means an evaluation by an Engineer in accordance with Chapter 5.0 of ASCE/SEI 31. 

(end of paragraph) 
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Appendix G: Seismic Safety in Leasing 

Attachment 1: RLP Seismic Paragraphs 

SEISMIC SAFETY - HIGH SEISMICITY (SEP 2012) 

A. The Government intends to award a Lease to an Offeror of a Building that is in compliance with the Seismic 
Standards. If an offer is received which is in compliance with the Seismic Standards and the other requirements of this 
RLP, then other offers which do not comply with the Seismic Standards must not be considered . If none of the offers is in 
compliance with the Standards, the LCO will make the award to the Offeror whose offer meets the other requirements 

B. of this RLP and provides the best value to the Government, taking into account price, seismic safety and any 
other award factors specified in this RLP. 

C. An offered Building will be considered to be in compliance with the Seismic Standards if it meets one of the 
following conditions: 

1. 	 The offer includes a representation that the Premises will be in a one-story Building of steel light frame or wood 
construction with less than 3,000 ABOA SF of space in the Building (Seismic Form D). 

2. 	 The offer includes a Seismic Certificate certifying that the Building is a Benchmark Building (Seismic Form A). 
3. 	 The offer includes a Seismic Certificate based on a Tier I Evaluation showing that the Building meets the 

Seismic Standards (Seismic Form B) . The submission must include the checklists and backup calculations from 
the Tier 1 Evaluation. 

4. 	 The offer includes a Seismic Certificate based on a Tier 2 or Tier 3 Evaluation showing that the Building 
complies with the Seismic Standards (Seismic Form B). If the certificate is based on a Tier 2 or Tier 3 
Evaluation, the data, working papers, calculations and reports from the evaluation must be made available to 
the Government. 

5. 	 The offer includes a commitment to retrofit the Building to satisfy all of the Basic Safety Objective requirements 
of ASCE/SEI 41 (Seismic Form C, Part 1). If the Offeror proposes to retrofit the Building, the offer must include 
a Tier 1 report with all supporting documents, a narrative explaining the process and scope of retrofit and a 
schedule for the seismic retrofit. The Offeror shall provide a construction schedule, concept design for the 
seismic upgrade and supporting documents for the retrofit, including structural calculations, drawings, 
specifications, and geotechnical report to the Government for review and approval prior to award. The 
documentation must demonstrate the seismic retrofit will meet the seismic standards and be completed within 
the time frame required . 

6. 	 The offer includes a pre-award commitment to construct a new Building, using local building codes (Seismic 
Form C, Part 2). 

D. The LCO may allow an Offeror to submit a Seismic Certificate after the deadline for final proposal revisions. 
However, the LCO is not obligated to delay award in order to enable an Offeror to submit a Seismic Certificate. 

E. Definitions. For the purpose of this paragraph: 

• 	 "ASCE/SEI 31" means the American Society of Civil Engineers standard, Seismic Evaluation of Existing 
Buildings. You can purchase ASCE/SEI from ASCE at (800) 548-2723 or by visiting http://www.pubs.asce.org . 

• 	 "ASCE/SEI 41" means American Society of Civil Engineers standard , Seismic Rehabilitation of Existing 
Buildings. You can purchase ASCE/SEI from ASCE at (800) 548-2723 or by visiting 

http://www.pubs.asee.org. 

"Benchmark Building" means a building that was designed and built, or retrofitted, in accordance with the 
seismic provisions of the applicable codes specified in Section 1.3.1 of RP 8. 

Engineer" means a professional engineer who is licensed in Civil or Structural Engineering and qualified in the 
structural design of buildings. They must be licensed in the state where the property is located. 

"RP 8" means "Standards of Seismic Safety for Existing Federally Owned and Leased Bui/dings /CSSC 
Recommended Practice 8 (RP 8)," issued by the Interagency Committee on Seismic Safety in Construction as 
ICSSC RP 8 and the National Institute of Standards and Technology as NIST GCR 11-917-12. RP 8 can be 
obtained from http://www.wbdg.org/ccb/NIST/nist gcr11 917 12.pdf 

"Seismic Certificate" means a certificate executed and stamped by an Engineer on the appropriate Certificate of 
Seismic Compliance form included with this RLP together with any required attachments. 

"Seismic Standards" means the requirements of RP 8 Section 2.2 for Life Safety Performance Level in 
ASCE/SEI 31 or the Basic Safety Objective in ASCE/SEI 41, unless otherwise specified . 
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Appendix G:Seismic Safety in Leasing 

Attachment 1: RLP Seismic Paragraphs 

"Tier 1 Evaluation" means an evaluation by an Engineer in accordance with Chapters 2.0 and 3.0 of ASCE/SEI 
31 . A Tier 1 Evaluation must include the appropriate Structural, Nonstructural and Geologic Site Hazards and 
Foundation Checklists. 

• "Tier 2 Evaluation" means an evaluation by an Engineer in accordance with Chapter 4.0 of ASCE/SEI 31 . 

• 

• "Tier 3 Evaluation" means an evaluation by an Engineer in accordance with Chapter 5.0 of ASCE/SEI 31 . 

(end of paragraph) 
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