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GSA/ATF Dedicate New ATF Headquarters Building
Building Located in Emerging NoMa Area of Downtown Washington
WASHINGTON, DC – The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA), in partnership with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), today dedicated the new ATF National Headquarters building in Washington, DC.  The opening of the new headquarters consolidates most ATF headquarters employees into one location and provides a building that meets the government’s new stringent security requirements.  This facility will also serve to support the revitalization of the emerging downtown area north of Massachusetts Avenue (NoMa) and will serve as a gateway building along the busy New York Avenue corridor into the city.
“ATF employees perform a vital service for our nation and deserve a state-of-the-art workplace,” said GSA Acting Administrator David Bibb. “As in other locations around the nation, we expect that this GSA-built facility will spur other new development that will benefit both the immediate area in which it has been constructed and the entire region.”
“We are pleased to be able to bring this important new building on line in the District of Columbia,” commented Tony Reed, Regional Administrator for GSA’s National Capital Region.  “It provides ATF with the modern headquarters facility they need, and it will give NoMa a significant boost as the new development focus for downtown.”

Designed by Moshe Safdie, the new 422,000 square foot ATF headquarters is one of the most geometrically compelling buildings in the city.  It consists of three inter-connected wings in the shape of a reverse L with a crescent nestled inside.  The main entrance is located at N and 2nd Streets NE, directly across from the New York Avenue Metro Station.  The entrance has a large rectangular gateway and a courtyard that contains a memorial honoring those who died in service to ATF and its predecessor agencies.  

The new building accommodates general office space, training rooms, an auditorium, underground parking and auxiliary services.  Notwithstanding security setback requirements, the complex engages the street edges with the entrance positioned directly across from the New York Avenue /Florida Avenue/Gallaudet University Metro station to the southeast; 8,500 square feet of retail facilities positioned along the eastern edge at 2nd Street; and a trellised garden wall along the southern edge.  

The retail space will serve both ATF employees and the surrounding neighborhood.  GSA selected NOMA Retail LLC as the master lessee, responsible for marketing and leasing the space, and providing facility and financial management.  Pound Coffee opened for business on April 1 as the first tenant, and a second, Heidi’s Deli, will open in this summer.  Other tenancies are under negotiation. 

“We deeply appreciate the help we received in developing the new ATF headquarters from the District of Columbia government, Representative Eleanor Holmes Norton, the Metro system and our neighbors in NoMa,” commented Bart Bush, NCR Assistant Regional Administrator.  “The results are there for all to see.”

The project is designed and constructed to meet at a minimum the certified level for the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED) rating system, with the possibility of a silver designation pending the final review.  Major credits to the LEED certification include use of a Brownfield site that previously served as a DC public works yard, remediation of 79,000 tons of contaminated soils, materials and resources, and indoor environmental controls.
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