ASHRAE Data Center Workshop Speaker Bios

Don Beaty, DLB Associates Consulting Engineers
Don Beaty started DLB Associates Consulting Engineers in 1980. The firm is active globally and has provided services for datacom facilities in over 35 states. DLB has designed all Google owned data centers worldwide.

Don was Chair of ASHRAE Technical Committee TC 9.9 (mission critical facilities, technology spaces, & electronic equipment) from its inception through June 2006. His interest in educating the industry about ASHRAE being the unbiased source of data center cooling material has resulted in Don publishing over 50 technical papers and articles. He also is a frequent presenter on the subject, having presented in 13 countries on the topic of data center cooling. Don is currently International Chair TC 9.9 Committee-Liaisons, Alliances and International Activities. Previously, Don served on ASHRAE TC 90.1 (energy standards committee) from 1993 to 2007 serving in various roles and as Vice-Chair.
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Gregory R. Jeffers, P.E., LEED & ARCSA  AP, Senior Project Engineer
Greg Jeffers is a licensed professional engineer in 6 states with an engineering and construction career that spans 3 decades. Greg currently works for McKenney’s Inc., a large mechanical contractor, located in Atlanta, Georgia, as a senior project engineer. He has been  a member of ASHRAE (American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air-Conditioning Engineers)  for over 20 years and is currently  a member of ASHRAE/s  technical committee TC 9.9-“ Mission Critical Facilities, Technology Spaces and Electronic Equipment” which serves as leading, non-biased  technical body for this industry. Greg has been involved with the design, construction and maintenance of various types of Datacom facilities, ranging from remote, unmanned LORAN facilities to 16,000 TON cooling co-location data center facilities.  Greg has performed hundreds of Computational Fluid Dynamic (CFD) simulations for air and heat flow for various owners and facilities to support this effort, as consultant to companies such as IBM, QTS, EYP, Boeing and the Department of Defense. Greg has served as a sustainable facility consultant for the Army Corp of Engineers and Naval Facilities and in recent years obtained LEED accreditation, having served as ad hock committee chair for LEED requirements for the ASHRAE Headquarters Renovation and provided input for LEED for Data Centers.  Greg served as the mechanical consultant for the Georgia Institute of Technology’s effort into the 2007 Solar Decathlon competition (project Icarus), sponsored by the Department of Energy and ASHRAE and is the mechanical engineer of record and design builder for the CEETHERM Research Data center at Georgia Tech, which he continues to support for research.
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Dr. Roger R. Schmidt, IBM Fellow
Dr. Roger R. Schmidt, IBM Fellow, National Academy of Engineering Member, IBM Academy of Technology Member and ASME Fellow, has over 30 years experience in engineering and engineering management in the thermal design of IBM’s large scale computers.  He is IBM’s Chief Engineer on Data Center Energy Efficiency. He has led development teams in cooling mainframes, client/servers, parallel processors and test equipment utilizing such cooling mediums as air, water, and refrigerants. He now leads our lab services team on providing customer support for power and cooling issues in data centers.  He has published more than 100 technical papers and has over 100 patents/patent pending in the area of electronic cooling.  He is a member of ASME’s Heat Transfer Division and an active member of the K-16 Electronic Cooling Committee.  He has been an Associate Editors of the Journal of Electronic Packaging and the ASHRAE Research Journal and is now Associate Editor of the ASME Journal of Heat Transfer.  He has taught extensively over the past 25 years Mechanical Engineering courses for prospective Professional Engineers and has given seminars on electronic cooling and power and cooling trends of IT equipment to a number of organizations. He is past Chair of the ASHRAE TC9.9 committee on Mission Critical Facilities, Technology Spaces, and Electronic Equipment. As part of TC9.9 he has been instructor of a number of workshops on data center best practices and energy efficiency.
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