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Friday Celebration for East St. Louis Federal Building’s Centennial  
 
Federal judges will join other government officials and local leaders at a special ceremony at 2 
p.m., Oct. 30 celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Melvin Price Federal Building and U.S. 
Courthouse in East St. Louis. 
 
Scheduled speakers include U.S. District Court Chief Judge David R. Herndon; East St. Louis 
Mayor Alvin Parks, Jr.; and LaDarius Curtis representing the U.S. General Services 
Administration, the federal government’s real estate manager. 
 
Historic photos and newspaper clippings from the building’s 1909 dedication will be on display 
and a 12-inch-tall replica cake of the original courthouse will be served at a reception following 
the program. 
 
The ceremony will be held inside Courtroom 1.  Photographs will be permitted in the courtroom 
for this occasion and fact sheets will be available from GSA.  For GSA info, visit www.gsa.gov. 
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Fact Sheet 
U.S. General Services Administration 

Oct. 21, 2009 Contact: David Wilkinson (312) 353-5663 
Neil Omansky (312) 550-4810 cell 

Centennial Celebration 
Melvin Price Federal Building and U.S. Courthouse 

In 1909 bands played, merchants and manufacturers marched and President William Howard Taft stopped in East 
St. Louis to dedicate the federal building at Missouri Ave. and 8th St. Later named the Melvin Price Federal 
Building and U.S. Courthouse, the building still serves as the seat for the federal judiciary in Southern Illinois. A 
special ceremony celebrating the building’s centennial year will be held at the courthouse at 2 p.m. on Oct. 30, 
attended by federal judges, government officials and representatives of the U.S. General Services Administration, 
the federal government’s real estate manager. 

Building Chronology 
• Constructed 19081909 at a cost of $266,000 
• Dedicated Oct. 25, 1909 as U.S. Post Office and Court House 
• Post Office moved from the building in 1979 
• Annex added in 1990 at a cost of $5.3 million 
• Renamed in 1990 for former Congressman Charles Melvin Price 
• Today provides courtrooms, chambers and offices for 125 persons 

The Structure 
• 3story with basement 
• Seven courtrooms 
• Original size 67,750 gross square feet 
• 1990 addition brought total size to 145,795 gross square feet 
• An atrium connects old and new structures 
• Architecture of the two buildings combines Greek and Roman revival and federal styles 

Artwork in the Atrium 
• Atrium artwork commissioned by GSA’s Art in Architecture program in 2000 
• The work, titled Jurisprudents, is said to represent the role of the jury and dialogue of the people in our 
legal system 
• 3,000 small sculpted heads suspended from the ceiling form two large facing heads 
• The work was created by Ralph Helmick and Stuart Schechter 

Tenants 
• U.S. District Court • Probation 
• U.S. Bankruptcy Court • Public Defender 
• U.S. Marshals Service • U.S. General Services Administration 
• U.S. Attorney 
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