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GSA and U.S. Attorney’s Office to Hold Federal Integrity Symposium 
Press Release 
June 3, 2011		GSA contact: Gail Montenegro 312-353-5663     gail.montenegro@gsa.gov

                                 USAO contact : Mike Tobin 216.622.3651            Michael.tobin@usdoj.gov		       

CLEVELAND – The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) and the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of Ohio will host a half-day symposium June 7 on standards required of contractors doing business with the federal government.
Ann P. Kalayil, Regional Administrator for the GSA Great Lakes Region, and Steven M. Dettelbach, U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Ohio, will be featured as keynote speakers. The event will take place Tuesday, June 7 from 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the A.J. Celebrezze Federal Building, 31st Floor Auditorium, 1240 East Ninth St., Cleveland, Ohio, 44199.
The seminar is the most recent in a training series conducted by the Northeast Ohio Business Ethics Coalition, of which GSA is a member. The Coalition was started in late 2010 in an effort to address and eliminate unethical business practices through enhanced training and education.
“Integrity and ethics are the building blocks of good business and sound government,” said J. David Hood, Regional Commissioner, GSA Public Buildings Service. “Contractors seeking to do business with the federal government must meet a high threshold, and it is our job at GSA to educate businesses how to meet and exceed those standards. Ethical business practices are the pathway to success in securing federal contracts.”
GSA oversees the business of the federal government, providing services and solutions for the workplace operations of 1.1 million federal workers in the U.S. and overseas. GSA’s Great Lakes Region supports federal workers located in more than 1,000 government-owned and leased buildings in a 6-state area, which includes Ohio. 
 “We continue to transform our region into a place where shakedowns are met not with silence and acquiescence, but with outrage and resistance,” said Dettelbach, who helped organize the Coalition. “Just as we do drug prevention by talking to kids in school, we are working with the business community and our public institutions to try to stop bribes and kickbacks before they occur.”
Topics covered at the symposium will include understanding business ethics and compliance rules, working with GSA in the construction of federal buildings and understanding federal service and supply contract opportunities. 
For more information go to www.gsa.gov/integrityeventcleveland
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