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GSA-NCR Commences Federal Office Building 8 Renovation in Southwest D.C.
WASHINGTON, D.C. (June 15, 2010) — The U. S. General Services Administration, National Capital Region (GSA-NCR) held a groundbreaking event today as the remodeling of Federal Office Building 8 (FOB 8) got underway.

FOB 8 occupies the entire block at 3rd and C Streets SW, in Washington, D.C.  It originally housed Food and Drug Administration laboratories.  Renovations will transform the property into a half-million square foot Class A office space nestled in a park-like setting. Occupancy is scheduled for late fall of 2012. 
Immediately following the groundbreaking ceremony, an informational session with site planners, building designers and Jessica Stockholder - the artist working on a public commission for the space - was held. Neighbors and future tenants of the building had an opportunity to speak with design and construction teams and Ms. Stockholder. 
Regional Commissioner for Public Buildings Service Bart Bush said GSA-NCR is pleased to move forward with the renovation of FOB8. “This will enable GSA to provide a first class Federal office space in close proximity to our federal tenants in Southwest Washington.  Keeping and renovating the site represents the most cost-effective and sustainable alternative for the American taxpayer.  It is also an interesting challenge to remake a 60s-era building into an attractive neighbor in this prominent location,” Bush said.
Exterior renovation highlights include the replacement of a large portion of the existing limestone façade with vast expanses of glazing, adding a glass entrance pavilion at the building’s North side, and the transformation of the existing surface parking lot into a public landscaped plaza.  Two atriums will be added.  Innovative environmental aspects of the project include a green roof, maximum use of natural light in the interior, storm water retention for landscape irrigation, energy saving Light Emitting Diodes, smart building controls technology, and charging stations in the lower parking level for Electric Vehicles. GSA aims to achieve Gold certification under the LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) program of the U.S. Green Building Council.
 
Federal and local government leaders at the event today included:

· Dr. Gerald W. Parker, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

· Sharon J. Banks, Acting Regional Administrator, National Capital Region, General Services Administration

· Stephen T.  Ayers, AIA, LEED AP, Architect of the Capitol

· Bart Bush, Regional Commissioner, Public Buildings Service, National Capital Region, General Services Administration
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Future tenants of FOB 8 include office space for the Architect of the Capitol, and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response.
About the General Services Administration

The U.S. General Services Administration provides a full range of real estate services for federal government agencies.  These include real estate acquisition and disposal, property management, construction and repairs, security services, information technology, telecommunications services, and overall portfolio management.  In the agency’s National Capital Region, the real estate portfolio consists of 99 million rentable square feet, comprising 55 million rentable square feet of leased space and 44 million rentable square feet of owned space in Washington, D.C., and the surrounding metropolitan area.  Each year, NCR collects more than $2.5 billion in rent payments from its tenants, and has capital projects currently under way that exceed $4 billion in total value. 
About GSA’s Art in Architecture Program
The federal government values the significant contributions that artists make to social and cultural life. And, there is no other patron of the arts that can match the investment made by the federal government to support artists in their creative endeavors. With nearly 18,000 works of art made by American painters, sculptors and artisans which enliven public buildings across the nation, the government is the most important steward of the arts.  The GSA’s Arts Program manages the Art in Architecture program and is one of the oldest and largest public art collections in the country. It consists of permanently installed and moveable mural paintings, sculpture, architectural or environmental works of art, and works on paper dating from 1850 to present. 
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About HHS/ASPER

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response leads national efforts in preventing, preparing for, responding to, and recovering from the adverse health effects of disasters. To ensure a unified, integrated approach, ASPR coordinates interagency activities between HHS, other federal, state and local officials responsible for preparing and responding to the public health and medical effects of natural and man-made disasters. ASPR serves as the principal advisor to HHS Secretary on matters of bioterrorism and other public health emergencies and medical disasters.

About the Office of the Architect of the Capitol

The Office of the Architect of the Capitol is responsible to the United States Congress for the maintenance, operation, development, and preservation of the United States Capitol campus, which includes the Capitol, the Congressional office buildings, the Library of Congress buildings, the Supreme Court building, the U.S. Botanic Garden, and other facilities.  The Architect’s duties also include the maintenance and improvement of the Capitol grounds, the care and preservation of historic works of art and statuary, and the arrangement of Inaugural ceremonies and other ceremonies held in the Capitol building or on the Grounds. 
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