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Lease Consolidation of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Suburban Maryland

Environmental Assessment

U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) intends to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the lease consolidation of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in Suburban Maryland.  GSA is proposing to acquire space through leasing in order to collocate four of HHS’s current leased locations in suburban Maryland into one location to improve functional efficiency.  The number of Federal employees to be collocated is approximately 2,900.  GSA would enter into a lease agreement for up to 935,401 rentable square feet of space.  The delineated area for the lease is Suburban Maryland, within Montgomery County and Prince George’s County and within 3 miles driving distance of a Metrorail station.  GSA has received multiple offers for sites that are potential locations for the lease consolidation. 

The EA is being prepared in accordance with Section 102 of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  NEPA requires a Federal agency to provide the public with an opportunity to participate in the process of analyzing the impacts of Federal actions on the human environment.  Your participation in this process is greatly appreciated.

Environmental Assessment

GSA is now accepting public comments concerning the scope of the Environmental Assessment. Comments received will be considered and responded to in the EA. Comments received during the scoping period will be used to refine the resource issues analyzed in the EA.  GSA has identified the following as preliminary impact issues for analysis in the EA: Visual Resources; Natural Resources; Traffic and Transportation, Stormwater Management, Socioeconomics, and Sustainability.  

The following sites have been offered as potential locations for the lease consolidation of HHS in Suburban Maryland:

· One Largo Town Center, the site is located at the northwest corner of Lotsford Road and Arena Drive, Largo, MD

· University Town Center, the site is located at the northwest corner of Toledo Road and Belcrest Road, Hyattsville, MD

· New Carrolton Metro Station, the site is located approximately 4915 Ellin Road, Hyattsville, MD, MD

· King Farm, the site is located at the southwest corner of King Farm Boulevard and Piccard Drive, Gaithersburg, MD

· Parklawn Building, the site is located at 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD

GSA welcomes comments regarding the scope of the EA through July 14, 2010 written comments and inquiries regarding this project should be submitted to: 

Suzanne Hill, NEPA Program Specialist
National Capital Region

U.S. General Services Administration

301 7th Street, SW

Room 7600

Washington, DC 20407

suzanne.hill@gsa.gov 

Please review the following document for further information: Scoping Letter for HHS Lease Consolidation
