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          U.S General Services Administration – Northwest/Arctic Region

Fact Sheet

Peace Arch Border Station Redevelopment Project

Background:  This new construction project will replace the existing U.S. Land Port of Entry (LPOE) facility that was originally built in 1976.  The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) – U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) required additional primary inspection booth and larger secondary inspection area to meet current and future traffic increases and a facility that could meet their new security intrusion requirements.  Moreover, the current structure is functionally obsolescent.

Partners:  The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) is working closely with a number of other government agencies in the development of the new LPOE.  In addition to CBP, these agencies include Federal Highways Administration, the Washington State Department of Transportation, the City of Blaine, and Canada Border Services Agency.

Project Description:  The inherent site constraints significantly impacted the design of the new facility.  Semiahmoo Bay and the Burlington Northern Railroad’s tracks borders the property form the west, the International Peace Arch Park to the north, a State Park and residential neighborhood is to the east and the Interstate 5 freeway interchange and D Street off-ramp to the City of Blaine is to the south.  The need for a larger main building and additional inspection booths and parking spaces will necessitate construction of a new bridge above the main administrative building as well as additional major highway reconstruction.

Design:  GSA awarded the design contract to Bohlin, Cywinski, and Jackson Architectural firm and the construction contract to J.E. Dunn Construction of Kirkland, Washington.  The project design received the GSA Design Excellence Honor Award for successfully balancing its architecture with the surrounding landscape environment including Peace Arch State Park.

Schedule:  A formal groundbreaking ceremony was held in August, 2007 and construction started shortly afterwards.  Construction is scheduled to be completed by November, 2010, but the LPOE will be operational to meet peak traffic flows during the Law Enforcement Games (summer, 2009), the Winter Olympics in Vancouver (February, 2010), and the Paralympics (March, 2010).
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