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CHICAGO — The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) held a small business forum Tuesday to inform and educate the Asian-American community about opportunities to do business with the federal government. About 20 participants attended the forum, which was held on the last day of Asian-American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month.
GSA, in collaboration with the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) and the Asian American Institute (AAI), held a workshop May 31 at the JACL office at 5414 N. Clark St. in Chicago. GSA is the purchasing arm for the federal government, providing goods and services for government agencies nationwide. GSA plays a vital role in connecting the private sector with federal agencies to fulfill their business needs.
Bill Yoshino, JACL Executive Director, welcomed the participants and appreciated the opportunity to collaborate with GSA. There are numerous opportunities and avenues for small businesses to partner with GSA to increase their business potential. During the forum, GSA representatives provided valuable information on how small business owners can get approved to sell their products and services to federal agencies on the “GSA Schedule.” Attendees also learned how to seek out and apply for government contract opportunities, including special contracts that are set-aside for disadvantaged small businesses. 
GSA’s Office of Small Business Utilization (OSBU) advocates for small, small disadvantaged, veteran-owned, service-disabled veteran-owned, HUBZone, and women business owners. Small businesses are the engine of the U.S. economy and it is GSA’s mission is to open doors to new business horizons for small business owners. 
GSA provides training, networking and counseling opportunities for small business owners in an effort to encourage future success. These include mentoring, low-cost networking events, free webinars, and counseling for marketing and business development. 
"In today’s challenging economy, GSA is opening doors to government opportunities for small business owners,” said GSA Great Lakes Administrator Ann Kalayil. “We want small businesses to succeed and grow, and we are committed to making the federal government accessible to communities throughout the Great Lakes region.”  
Visit www.gsa.gov/smallbizhelp  to get started on partnering with the federal government.
Editor’s Note: .jpeg files attached of the May 25 forum
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As the federal government's workplace solutions provider, the U.S. General Services Administration works to foster an effective, sustainable and transparent government for the American people. GSA’s expertise in government workplace solutions include:

· Effective management of government assets including more than 9,600 government-owned or leased buildings and 210,000 vehicles in the federal fleet, and preservation of historic federal properties;
· Leveraging the government’s buying power through responsible acquisition of products and services making up more than 11 percent of the government’s total procurement dollars;
· Providing innovative technology solutions to enhance government efficiency and increase citizen engagement; and,
· Promoting responsible use of federal resources through development of government-wide policies ranging from federal travel to property and management practices.
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