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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Department of Housing and Community Development

***
Office of the Director

JUN 7 2010

Ms. Pat Daniels
Senior Project Manager - PBS
U.S. General Services Administration
301 i h Street SW
Washington, DC 20407

RE: Comments on Draft Environmental Assessment for In-water Development of
Three Acres in Anacostia River

Dear Ms. Daniels:

This responds to the letter of May 24, 2010 from the Regional Commissioner, Public
Building Service, regarding the submission of comments on the above draft
Environmental Assessment (EA) prepared by the U.S. General Services Administration
in coordination with Forest City Washington, Inc. Mr. Bart Bush requested that
comments be submitted to your attention as,theGSA project manager on this project.

The Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) understands that the
purpose of the project requiring the EA is to provide clear and open access to the
Anacostia River waterfront and support recreational water-dependent activities. DHCD
further understands that the EA is a supplement to the 2004 Development of Southeast
Federal Center (SEFC) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that analyzed the
environmental effects associated with upland development of the Southeast Federal
Center.

DHCD supports the development of the three acre in-water development of two fixed
piers and bracketing 49 recreational boat slips located in the marina between the two
fixed piers. DHCD understands that the 10 foot setback development action option being
proposed will maintain and not obstruct the Anacostia River Federal Navigation Channel.
DHCD understands and agrees that three major benefits stated in the EA will result from
the construction of the pier marina in-water facility. Those benefits are:

1. The in-water facility will provide a needed recreational marina and pier
facility not presently available inthe·SEFC portion of the Anacostia River
waterfront;

2. The in-water facility piers and marina will contribute to the water-based
community public safety services of the new SEFC residential neighborhood;
and
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3.	 The in-water facility will include facilities to accommodate water-based mass 
transportation and water taxi operations on the Anacostia River to make SEFC 
more accessible by water to other parts of the District and northern Virginia. 

DHCD looks forward to the Final EA being completed and a Finding of No Significant 
Impact being issued which will permit development of this needed pier and marina 
facility to proceed on the Anacostia River. 

Sincerely, 

Leila Finucane Edmonds 
Director 



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
 

FIRE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
 


WASHINGTON. D.C. 20001
 


* * *
 


June 17,2010 

Ms. Pat Daniels 
Senior Project Manager - PBS 
General Services Administration 
301 7th Street, S.W., Room 2021 
Washington, DC 20407 

Re:	 	 DC Fire & EMS Review of Environmental Assessment (EA) Southeast Federal Center
 

In-Water Development at the Yards in the Anacostia River.
 


Thank you for your letter and GSA submission of Environmental Assessment (EA) to evaluate 
potential effects of in-water development at The Yards. The project development is in 
coordination with the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA), and the Forest City SEFC 
LLC (Forest City), the developer selected for the project. The DC Fire and Emergency Medical 
Services, Office of the Fire Marshal has reviewed the impact to public safety that could result 
from the proposed action alternatives. The proposed construction would take place in-water near 
the sea wall. No roads would be closed and there would be no impact to DCFEMS' inland 
emergency response times for the mixed-use development projecL The construction of a marina 
and public pier at The Yards would provide an additional access point for emergency services at 
the Anacostia River. 

The DCFEMS provides fue and rescue services for the District of Columbia and Anacostia River 
waterways. The closest DCFEMS station to the SEFC site is Engine Company 7, located at 110 I 
Half Street, S.W. The DCFEMS Fireboat station is located at 550 Water Street, S.W., and 
-responds to waterfrontiires, as weH-as water and ice rescues. 

The DCFEMS concurs with the EA Public Safety: 4.B.3.b, Action Alternative, stating "as the 
demand for emergency services may result in a negligible to minor long-term adverse effect to 
public safety as a result of minor increases for emergency services as more residents and visitors 
utilize the public piers and marina." However, the DCFEMS supports the EA's accompanying 
public safety plans, policy objectives and regulatory requirements of an active Anacostia River 
waterfront neighborhood coriuriunity. The proposed marina and pier would represent an 
improvement in DCFEMS public access to waterway emergencies. 



If you have any question concerning this review, please contact Captain Chris Roggerson at 727­
1600. 

Sincerely, 

Bruce D. Faust 
Deputy Fire Chief 
D.C. Fire Marshal 
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