Why ask for suggestions for FY 2012 now?
The Federal budget process fro FY 2012 begins now, in FY 2010, to allow the Office of Management and Budget to coordinate the President’s overall budget request and present it to Congress by January 2011.  Then, Congress has several months to pass the budget before October 1, 2011.
Why is this important?
The U.S. Government faces mounting budget deficits, which threaten its fiscal health and cause risks to the national economy in the long run.  President Obama’s budget director is asking all federal agencies to help control spending by identifying low priority programs and terminations, savings and reductions.  To assist us, the Administration is offering to help us get relief to stop doing low-priority work required by legislation or regulations.
Why the emphasis on cuts?
The President’s budget office has assigned 58.5 million in cuts to GSA.  Any increases, for example, investments to increase environmental performance, must also be offset by budget cuts.  The Administrator and her leadership team need to identify these cuts and make sure that vital programs or services are not affected.
What are you going to do with these suggestions?
The suggestions that offer the greatest opportunities for savings and can be implemented quickly will be presented to the Administrator and her senior management team for inclusion in the FY 2012 Budget.
