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3PAO Acceptance Process 
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Review Application • Potential 3PAO reviews application materials found at 

gsa.gov/FedRAMP. 

Gather Materials • Potential 3PAO completes application and gathers artifacts. 

Submit Application • Potential 3PAO submits application to FedRAMP office to 

demonstrates technical competency & ability to conform with 

technical requirements. 

Review by ERB • Expert Review Board (ERB) composed of parts of GSA and ISO 

independent cybersecurity experts review the application. 

Applicant Decision • FedRAMP PMO reviews ERB recommendation and provides 

3PAO an acceptance decision. 

Accredited 3PAO for Use by Agency and CSPs 

Accepted 

Security Assessment 
Report 

System Security Plan Applicant Assessment 
Test Procedures 



Application and Process Description 

•  http://www.fedramp.gov 

• Program Description: what, how & when  

• Application: Form and document submission requirements 
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http://www.fedramp.gov/


Applicant Review: Key Dates and Process 

• Provided in 3PAO Program Description 

• Application accepted for initial list: Jan 6 thru Jan 20 

– Application received will be considered for initial list 

– Applications will be queued in order received 

– Applicant undergoes a FedRAMP requirements evaluation 
by FedRAMP PMO and Expert Review Board (GSA & NIST) 
• Completeness check 

• Review of documents and evidence received with application form 

• Determination that applicant meets ISO/IEC 17020:1998 

• Determination that applicant has required technical competence 

• Determination that applicant meets additional FedRAMP program-
specific requirements 
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Applicant Process (cont.) 

• If requirement(s) are not met 
– Applicant receives a non-conformity letter 

– Applicant may address with a revised application 

– Non-conformance letters received prior to Jan 20 indicates 
that applicant will not be considered for initial list; 
however can be listed subsequently 

• All applicants meeting the requirements  
– Receive an accreditation memo stating acceptance as 

FedRAMP 3PAO 

– Will be listed, AS A GROUP, on the initial list of FedRAMP-
accredited 3PAOs 

• Subsequent accredited 3PAOs will be added to the 
list, in real-time upon release of accreditation memo 
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Industry Questions 

• 3PAO / CSP Conflict of Interest, Firewall 

• Teaming 

• 3PAO Application due date 

• Notional / Hypothetical Systems 

• Measures of Success for Accredited 3PAOs 
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