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FY 2016 Protect Summary 

The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) proposes lhc acquisition of II site and 
the design and construction of a new U.S. Courthouse of approximately 229,000 gross 
square feet (GSF), including 42 inside parking spaces, in Des Moines, IA. GSA will 
construct the courthouse to meet the 10-year space needs of the court and court-related 
agencies and the site will accommodate lhe anticipated 30-year needs of the court. The 
Judiciary's Courthouse Project Priorities list (approved by the Judicial Conrcrc:ncc of the 
United States on September 17, 2015) includes a counhouse project in Des Moines, lA. 

FY 2016 House and Senate Committee Approval Requesled 

(Site, Design, Construction, Management & lnspection) .......................... .$136,602,000 

FY 2016 Funding {ps oudfnecl In the FY 2016 Spend Plan) 
(Site, Destin, Coa1truction, M•nagement & Inspection)- ........... - .... - ......5136,602,000 

Overview ofProlect 

The courts und related agencies currently occupy space in the existing historic U.S. 
Courthouse in downtown Des Moines and in an adjacent leased Courthouse Annex. The 
new courthouse will consolidate all of the district cowt and coun-rdatc:d space into one 
facility, with the exception of the U.S. Department or Justice-Office of the U.S. 
Attorney, which will remain in leased space. The new courthouse will provide 9 
courtrooms and 13 chambers consistent with lbc application of courtroom shariqg 
policies and limitation on the provision ofspace for projected judgeships. The site for the 
new courthouse is still to be detennincd. 



GSA PBS 

PROSPECTUS 
NEW U.S. COURTHOUSE 

DES MOINES, IOWA 

Prospectus Number: PIA-CTC-D\.116 
Congressional District: 03 

Site Information 
To Be Acquired .......... . J.s acres 

Building Area1 

Gross square feet (excluding inside parking). 210.000 GSF 
Gross square feet (including inside parking) . 229,000 GSF 
Inside parking spaces .......... . 42 

Estimated Prolect Budget 
Estimated Site ..... S6,000,000 
Estimated Design . ............... ..... . . .. ................ ............... ........ S9,S..,. l .O00 
Estimated Construction Cost (ECC) (SS02 OSF. including in idc pJrl.inr) SI 14,969~000 
Estimated Monagement and Inspection (M&I)............... ..... $6,062.0QO 
Estimated Total Project Cosl (ETPC)* ................................................ $136,602,0001 

•Tenant ogencies may fund an additional amount for alterations above the standllfJ 
normally provided by the GSA. 

Sclledule Start End 
Design and Construction FY 2016 FY2022 

TenantAgencies 

U.S. District Court, U.S. Court of Appeals, US. Probalion Office, U.S. Prcnial 
Scavices, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, U S. Dcpanment ofJu~cicc-Marshals Service, trial 
preparalion space for both the Federal Public Defender and the Office of the U.S. 
Attorney, and GSA. 

1 
SqUJn: rootagcs and number ofparking spac~ arc appro,umace The projctt may conlain a \'llri~ncc i. 

~ross square foolage &orn lhlll l•sted 1n 1h1s pruspecrus. 
• As noted in the c,;timated projecl budget above, GSA id\.'fll lied sub-totals compmmt the tslimatrd 
pn>Jccl budgee arc intended ro provide a breakdown in suppon of1he ETPC The actual tol3~ co-.t to 
pcrfonn lhc entire pro1cct may d1fTcr from what i~ rq,n:sc:ntcd 1n this pro:,pec:rus by 1"1: vanou. 
subcomponents. 
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Justification 

The existing U S. Courthouse, constructed in 1929, does not meet the US. Courts 
Design Guide srnndo.rds, docs not provide for future expansion, and lacks adequate 
security. The existing prisoner sallyport and secured elevator provide access to only 
halfofd11: courtrooms. Due to lack ofavailable space in the U.S. Courthouse, several 
court functions ond court-related agencies currently O(:CUpy space in the leased 
Courthouse Annex. The District court and Bankruplcy court operations 11re splil 
between the two buildings, also causing o split of U.S. Marshals Service operations. 
In addition, secured parking is only available in the leased Counhouse Annex, across 
D parking Jot from the U.S. Courthouse:. 

The new counhouse will allow for co-location or court operations, separate 
circulation for lhe public, judges, nnd prisoners, thereby improving security as wcll 115 

efficiency of court operations. Relocation ofagencies from leased space to lhc: new 
courthouse will result in savings of nppro~irnatcly Sl.79S,OOO in future annual lease 
payments to the private sector. 

Space R'9ulremeats ofthe U.S. Courts 

District 
-Active 
-Senior 
-Visiting 

Bankruptcy 

Current 
Courtrooms Judees 

3 3 
I s 

2• 2• 

Proposed 
Courtrooms Judees 

3 3 
2 4 

I 
2 2 

Magistrate 2 2.. 2 2.. 

Court ofAooealo; 
Total: 

0 
8 

1• 
13 

0 
9 

1 
13 

rrhc Coun of Appeals and Bantnaprcy Judges an: currently ,n Ille lc.i. ed Cour house Annex 
..,n addition 10 the ac11vc Magistrate judges, a m:alled M1gjS1ntc JU~ e sh,m a courtroom and 
dlambcn. 
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Summaa or Energy Compllan~ 

This rirojcct will be designed lo cnnfom1 to requirements or the Focilnies Standards 
for the rublic Buildings Service und will implcmcnr strategies 10 meet the Guidinµ 
Principles for High Performance and Sustomablc Buildings. GSA encourages dcsi~n 
npponunllics 10 increase energy and water cnicicncy above the minimum 
pcrfonnancc criteria. 

Fulurr of Esiating Federal BulldJna~ 

The Federal tenancy in Des Moines docs not support the need ror two courthouse.-: 
therefore. GSA will explore ahcmotivcs associated with 1he disposal of the existing 
courthouse. Some af1hcsc alternatives include donation or c~chanyc. 

Prior Appropriations 

Prior Auoropriations 

PubUcLaw Fiscal Year Amount Proposed Project 
Il~l 13• 2016 S136,602,000 sue, Des,sn, rec, 

M&I 

ADDroprlattom to Date $136,602,000 . . 
•Public Law 114-113 funded S947,760,000 for new comlnlehnn proJttts of lhe Federal Judit'sary ..._, 
pnoriliud in lhc: Federal Judicimy Courthouse Project Pnoritics list, of which. Dn Moines 1» tncluded. 
GSA•• Spend Plan descnl,es each prujc:,:t to be undcr1akcn with this fuadi,a • The FY 2016 need ror Dt 
Moittcs is Sll6,602,000, 

Prior Committee Approvals 

Prior Committee Approvals 

I I I 
J This section is included lo address rc:commcndatiam 1n lhc following GAO Rq,cm: Fedcnl Courthouses 
Deuce Planning Nccdcd Regarding RmaR ofOld Courthouses (OAO-14-48). 
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Prior Appropriations 

Prior AnnroorintJons 
PublleLnw Fiscal Year Amount Proposed Profeet 
114-113• 2016 S 136,602,000 Site, Design, ECC, 

M&I 

Annroprfatlons to Date S136,602,000 
•Public Law 114-113 funded S947,760,000 for new c:0DS1nact1on proJC!\U of die Fedet11I Judiciary u 
pnonlizcd in the F'c:dml Judiciary Caurthouse Prujcd P11orilie1 list, ofwhich, Des Moin1:1 is included 
OSA's Spmd Plan describes each projec1 to be undcnakcn w,1h &his fund~. The FY 2016 need for Des 
Moines is S 136,602,000. 

Prior Committee Approvals 

Prior Committee Approvals

I I 
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CertlRaadop ofNeal 
The proposed project is the best solution to meet a volidlltcd Oovemmcnl need. 

JUN l G 2016Submitted at Wmhlnaton, DC, on_ 

Recommended: 
Commissioner, Public Bwildinp Service 

Approved: ___~• _7.'~#:-
Administrator, Gencnt Services Administration 

6 




