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Hello,

I am a resident of Santa Fe, and support removal of the obelisk dedicated to Kit Carson in front of the federal courthouse.

While Kit Carson was a significant historical figure who should be understood and studied, he committed terrible atrocities 
against the native population. That he was responsible for killing and ethnically cleansing the indigenous population of this 
land, he should not be honored with a monument in front of a public space.

Sincerely,

S. A.

Comment #1, 11.26.2024
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Dear Madam/Sir:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on removing the Kit Carson monument at the Federal Courthouse in Santa Fe. 

It is offensive.  Remove it!

S. M.
Santa Fe, NM

Comment #2, 11.26.2024
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Hello,

I am writing in support of the removal of the Kit Carson monument. The monument is offensive because of Carson’s role 
in contributing to the displacement and genocide of Native Americans. This monument is disrespectful to not only Native 
Americans, but wrongly elevates his role in history while erasing the trauma and history of what happened to Native 
Americans during this time period. It is time that we take what’s left of this monument down.

Thank you,

K.G.

Comment #3, 12.13.2024

4



To: GSA
Re: Kit Carson Draft EA

Comment:
My work as a Community Planner and city historian involves making connections among diverse people and
perspectives, coordinating with stakeholders, building social, intellectual and political capital for public projects, as well as
finding new ways to embark in shared learning. The planning process utilizes a variety of public engagement to help
inform a communities’ desired future state and policy goals. In community planning, the most impacted communities are
typically low-income neighborhoods, communities of color, areas with high poverty rates, rural communities, and those
facing environmental hazards, as they often experience disproportionate challenges. Attentive listening and consultations
are given to impacted communities who may be underrepresented in the typical planning process as there may be a need
for targeted strategies to address their specific needs.

Regarding the history surrounding “Kit” Carson, during the 1840s and 1850s, Mexican forces devoted military resources
to protecting the eastern part of New Mexico which was under attacks by the Comanche, Kiowa and Kiowa-Apache, and
they continued to operate against Apache bands as late as 1915.  By the mid-1850’s, the ‘Gold Boom’ of the California
Gold Rush was in decline. Prospectors turned their eyes to new mining camps near army posts in Arizona, with farmers
and ranchers shortly following suit. Tensions between miners and the Apache in southern Arizona and New Mexico
surmounted. Many peaceful bands of the Apache were attacked by the Mesilla Guard; a militia unit organized to fight the
Mescalero and Chiricahua Apache, as well as other Indian bands thought to be raiding along the Rio Grande River. 

Northern pueblo tribes were participants in the voluntary militia that waged war against “hostile” or “savage” Indians. Most
of the men that comprised the volunteer military militias were from the Pueblos of Santo Domingo, Zuni, Oribe, and Santa
Clara. Spanish and Hispano descendants who lived in settlements, established by Spain during the 17th century in
northern New Mexico, also enlisted in militias. On March 18, 1851, Governor Calhoun’s second proclamation, “authorized
the attack on any hostile tribe of Indians that may have entered settlements for the purpose of plunder and depredation…
and directed or ordered residents to capture the property from any hostile tribe of Indians”. Pueblo leaders, Hispanos, and
Anglo settlers demanded protection by the United States from Navajo and Apache raiding. In response, the U.S.
government established military forts within the traditional Navajo homelands, erecting Fort Defiance and Fort Wingate in
August 1851.

Indigenous slavery or “involuntary servitude” continued from 1821 until 1880, with almost all genízaros in New Mexico
being Navajo or Diné (Brugge, 1968). Genízaros were Native Americans who were captured in the Southwest region
through war or payment and taken into Hispano and Puebloan villages as indentured servants, shepherds, general
laborers, and household servants.  Comanche and other bands of Indians in Texas, and along the eastern border of New
Mexico, aided Confederate troops during the invasion (Civil War) in the 1860s.

The Mescalero Apache and Dine’ (Navajo) are two groups who faced greater challenges and are still recovering from the
devastating impacts of slavery, forced removal from their homelands, incarceration at Bosque Redondo and the hardship
and human cruelty of the “scorched earth” policy enacted in 1860 and led by Carson, and precarious Navajo Long Walk.
Due to the legacy of historical injustices, these communities have vulnerabilities and barriers to accessing aid such as
water infrastructure, adequate housing, and the ability to interact with their ancestral homelands due to toxic
contamination from the legacy of nuclear weaponry and militarization by the federal government.
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I support the GSA Environmental Assessment’s preferred action:
Alternative 4, “which disassembles and removes the monument from the [Santa Fe] Federal Oval, would have a minimal
but beneficial effect on the urban environment, including the goals of tourism. Removal would decrease the future
likelihood of vandalism on-site at this particular location”; and

Encourage the federal administration to respect the stance of these most impacted communities who have made the
following statements:

On May 9, 2024, GSA consulted with:

The Mescalero Apache representative who requested existing site documentation to review and noted that the
monument has been disturbed, saying “It appears to be a good opportunity to interpret the history from both sides
of history, those protecting their land and those trying to take it over, plus the conflicts that still exist today over
monuments.”
The Navajo Nation representative who requested consultation in the form of a written document. They would like to
respond to the site documentation study and the history of the site, to review as a report and said that the Navajo
Nation would issue comments at the time they receive a formal document.

On December 12, 2024, the Navajo Nation governing council passed Resolution 0251-24 “Reaffirming the Navajo
Nation’s opposition to any monument of Christopher “Kit” Carson being placed in the state of New Mexico, and specifically
at Bosque Redondo, Santa Fe Cemetery, or the Carson House and Museum in Taos”. The Navajo Nation requests the
immediate removal of the name of Christopher “Kit” Carson from all government properties, including monuments, parks,
highways, streets, etc. in the State of New Mexico; and cease in naming public properties using the Christopher “Kit”
Carson name; and tribal consultation regarding the placement of the Carson monument.

I hope that the federal agency further resolves the impact of government policies that were followed by “Kit” Carson and
have left a legacy of trauma:
-Issuing a formal recognition of indigenous slavery
To provide the public with a more complete representation of history that dispels the myth that Navajos and Apache were
nomadic and warring tribes and the federal government was justified in the internment of Navajo and Apache at Bosque
Redondo to teach them farming labor skills. During the 1860s, Navajo and Apache groups occupied diverse regions of
New Mexico and Arizona and were widely scattered; many were wealthy in large quantities of sheep, with other
occupations including farming, tending orchards, hunting, and gathering wild plants.

-Acknowledging the racism of the era
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham issued an executive order in October 2022, rescinding four 1800s-era proclamations from
former territorial governors. The 1851 proclamations issued by Gov. Calhoun directed Native residents to be excluded
from official census counts and authorized militias to “pursue and attack” Indigenous New Mexicans. The 1869
proclamations issued by Gov. Mitchell and Gov. Pile declared certain Tribal nations as “outlaws” and authorized New
Mexico residents to commit violence against Tribal citizens.

-Creating a memorial
To remember and celebrate New Mexico’s Navajo Nation and Apache for their significant contributions that are evident in
our state and across the Nation. By commemorating these most impacted Indigenous Peoples we reclaim space and give
a more honest representation of our past; we honor the beauty and strength of America’s first citizens.

V.R.
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United Stntcs General Services Administration 
ATTENTION: Karla Carmichael. NEPA Program Manager 
819 Taylor S1reer.. Room I 1-B 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102 

SUBJECT: Kit Carson draft E.A. 

Ms. Cannichacl and associntcs 

Yesterday, 20 December 2024, I was first informed that once again the condition and future of the Kil Carson obelisk in 
Snnta Fe, New M1ixico was being examined by GSA and that in but a few days the public comment period was about to expire. I have 
been aware that the obelisk bad boon vandalized and that it was criminally removed In the pnst year but this was the first I had hcnrd 
that the Federal Government was involved. As a great-grandson of Kit Cnrson, I am compelled to share my renclion after going 
through the GSA's draft E. A. when someone is attempting to defnme Kit and my family name. 

I reolize that the new b1122.word in today's society is "inclusion" end I heartily agree that the views ofa\J peoples have a 
degree ofmcriL However, as it seems to be developing today "inclusion" is also beginning to exclude a large part of the population. 
The impression is that a "white/Anglo" opinion is subordinate to all othor viewpoints. As one example, 1 note in your draft EA here 
that you made it a point several limes that you have contacted the tribal leaders of New Mexico for their thoughts on this subject. 
which is fine and approprinte. Nowhere in the EA do I sec thnt any attempt was made to contact any members of the Carson family, 
profcssionnl hislorinns who have studied this lime period in New Mexico history or the like. As I opened above. I only found out this 
was an issue yesterday when some fellow historians contacted me. 

This "inclusion" and "exclusion" docs not bode well for future generations. As a person who has spent 25+ years in a 
(high school and junior college) classroom. l dreod the thought thnt American History is being so skewed that the study of our nation's 
past will soon be untenable and be removed from school's curricula. 

The current practice of renaming schools, geographic features, along with the lenring down monuments/statues that 
memorialize pnst Americans is the first step in this digression. 

OR 
Is the pendulwn beginning to sway back to the other side? For example: 

(l)A couple of years ago the Shenandoah Valley School District., Quieksburg, Virginia removed "Stonewall" Jackson as
the name for its local high school. This May, according to one of the School Board Members, this "knee-jerk" decision was rescinded 
and the recently renamed Mountain View High School was again to be known as "Stonewall" Jackson High School for Confcdernte 
General Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson. This same board. in like manner, had voted to change Ashby-Lee Elementary School to Honey 
Run Elementary back in 2021. This year Confuderale Generals Twner Asbury and Robert E. Lee's names were reinstated to the 
school. 

(2)On the Federal level, on February 7, 2024, New Jersey Representative Jefferson Van Drew introduced Bin H. R. 7303 in
tho U.S. House of Representatives (11811, Congress, 2D Session) 

"To abolish the Bonrd on Geographic Nomos and repeal the provisions of the Act of July 25, l 847 estnblishing such Board." 

So how docs this apparent chongc in altitude affect what is going on in Santa Fe? Just as what happened in the 1960s and 
the Civil Rights Movement., all of a sudden, almost out of the blue, persons who were seen as positive influences in the development 
of the United States were beginning to be looked upon as unfavorable influences in one way or another. What will the GSA's policy 
be if (hopefully) sometime in the future, that pendulum does swing and citizens want to learn about what actually happened in our 
nation's past- from ALL poinlS of view- from ALL me races that make ap !his coantry? Will the GSA have stored and protected 
this and similar monuments so that if the citizens want this monument (nnd others like it from around the country) to be re-erected, 
will you be able to accommodate them? 

As to Kit 
For most of the last forty years, Carsons have hod to deal with erroneous opinions of Kit and most of that deals with Kit's 

military career and the 1860s cnmpaign against the Navajo tribe. If you would want me to send you my research on Kit's actions and 
inactions during this campaign I can send you a dozen (or so) pages of documented ovidcnce as to the events of the operation and 
Kit's involvomonL But l will summarize for yo11 here. 

After the Confederate threat in New Mexico was snuffed out, Kit sent in a letter of resignation, which was denied by 
General James H. Carleton because Carleton was turning his attention to the Europcan-lndian troubles in the territory. Actually, 
Carleton hnd inherited those from his predecessor, General Edward R. S. Canby. Canby had fonnulatcd a pion 10 deal with the Navajo 
tribe and then tum his attention to the Mcsealero Apache Indians. On 1 December 1861, Canby issued the following: 

Recent occurroncos [reciprocal attacks between the Navajo, Mescalero Apache, Kiowa, Comanche, Ute and New 
Mexicans] in the Navajo coun\Jy have so demoralized and broken up that nation, there is now no choice between their 
absolute extonnination or their removal and colonization at points so remote from the settlements as to isolate them entirely 
from the inhabitants of the Territory.[cmphasis added]( The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation ofOl!icisl Records of the

Union 1111d Conli:dcrstc Armies, Series I- Volume IV. Washington, D. C.: Government Printing Office. 1882. 
When James Carleton succeeded Canby as commanding officer in New Mexico, 18 September 1862, he changed the chronology and 
decided to deal with the Mescalero nibe first, then tum to the larger Navajo tribe. On 12 October 1862, Carleton sent the following 
"Confidential" communique to Carson commanding the First New Mexico Volunteers: 

All Indian men of that tribe are to be killed whenever and wherever you can find them: the women and children will not be 
harmed, but you win tnke lhom prisoners and fued them at Fort Stanton until you receive other instructions about them. If 
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https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


the fndians send in a flag and desire to treat for peace, say to the bearer that when the people ofNcw Mexico were attacked 
by the Texans, the Mcscalcros broke their trmy of peace, and murdc:n:d innocent people, and ran off their stock� that now, 
our hands arc untied and you have been sent to punish them for their trcac:hcry and their crimes: That you have no power 
to make peace, that you arc there to kill than wherever you can find them: that if they beg for peace, their Chiefs and 
lWfflry or their p,1ndpal men must come to Santa Fe to hne a lalk here; bot tell diem ralrty and hnkly dta( you wtll keep 
after their people and slay them until you receive orders to desist from these Head Quartcrs.{cmphasi7.C addcd}(Ke\ly, 
Lawrence. N•Yajo Roundup: Sekctcd Correspondence of Kit CMSOll 'S Expedition Against the NaYajo, 1863-/865. 
Boulder: The Pruett Publishing Company, 1970, pp. I l-12. 

When a pcnon examines the reports from Carson to Carleton sent from the fseld during the campaign against the 'Navajo 
tribe as found in Dr. Kelly's NaY¥)Roundup: SelectcdC�ofKitCarson'sExpcditionAgllinsttheN•njo. 1863-/865 
(as cited above) one would tally a total of 41 Nav., casualties. Thal number docs not meet any acc:cptcd criteria� a .. genoc,cte• 
campaign as many 20- and 21 • critics of Carson daim. It should be obvious by this that Carson did not follow his orders '"10 the 
lcttc:r"". Raber than leading a campaign of .. absolutc extermination- or ·ttt1ing all of the men of the tribe" as ordcfcd by Canby and 
Carleton, Carson fon::cd the Navajo to sumnder by using 1nd/or destroying their food supply. One can ooly imagine in today's 
atmosphere the amount of criticism Carson would be receiving ifhc bad followed the directives of his commanders to the letter. (Or 
what would have been the fate of the Navajo it instead of Carson. IDOtbcr officer was in charge of the field opcrmion who did follow 
lhose orders ., written. Granted, most of the Navajo suffering modem people speak to dcab with the trmsfcr of the 'Navajo \o the 
Bosque Redondo reservation ll Fort Sumner, commonly known as -rhc Long Walk". Canon was minimally involved with this part 
of the campaign as he was replaced on January 26, IB64 by Captain Asa Carey, U.S. Army and would spend most of"'Thc Long 
Walk" period meeting with Carleton in Santa Fe and ll home in Taos with his family. 

As to the future treatment of the obelisk in Santa Fe, I believe it is obvious that I would prefer that it be repaired and re­
erected where The Grand Anny of the Republic first placed it. It was disheartening to read that several other historic sites bad been 
offered it as a gift and they either turned it down or failed to replay to your query. This is especially true of his home and home town 
up in Taos. As suggested in the above, a last resort should be IO place it in storage, care for it. Perhaps another group that have been 
contactcd will decide to take It after all. On the odlCr hand, of course, a word will get out of whatever l'OUI' decision is, Olhcr groups 
may become interested in obtaining said monument After all Carson was a main character in the dcvelopmcnl of numerous areas m 
the Wcstcm reaches of the United States. 

Thank you for your time,

J.M.C.
Las Animas, Colorado
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To whom it may concern:

Happy holidays!

I am writing in regard the the Kit Carson Monument, about which you are now taking public comment.

As a resident of Santa Fe, NM, I write to request that you do NOT rebuild the Kit Carson obelisk, nor reinstate 
any of the instances in government buildings where his name was removed.

Instead, please use the existing limestone base to put up a new statue or art piece (ideally commissioned from a 
local artist) that represents ALL members of our gorgeous, vibrant community, rather than a just small 
minority's history that is already disproportionately celebrated and represented.

Thank you for your consideration,
S.Z.
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To whom it may concern:

Happy holidays!

I am writing in regard to the Kit Carson Monument, about which you are now taking public comment.

As a resident of Santa Fe, NM, I write to request that you do NOT rebuild the Kit Carson obelisk, nor reinstate any of the 
instances in government buildings where his name was removed.

Instead, please use the existing limestone base to put up a new statue or art piece (ideally commissioned from a local 
artist) that represents ALL members of our gorgeous, vibrant community, rather than a just small minority's history that is 
already disproportionately celebrated and represented.  

Thank you for your consideration,

J. Z.
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To whom it may concern,

Owing to the complex history of new mexico and the fact that Kit Carson fought on behalf of the Pueblos (native peoples) 
against the Navajo (native but less recent) i believe that this history must be acknowledged and discussed. I believe that 
overtly offensive language like calling people “savages” is unacceptable, but that these nuanced histories should be kept 
on display through these monuments.

In particular i want to emphasize the current will of the pueblos because it seems that in modern times they have less 
political power than the organized Navajo and that should not be a reason why their history is less emphasized in public 
monuments.

Please keep the monument but update the language of any writing or plaques to use humanizing language to discuss the 
historical events.

B.B.

Santa Fe, NM 87501

1/1
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Hello, as a resident of Santa Fe, I’d like to voice my support for restoration of the kit Carson monument.  (My 
understanding is that community input is being sought and should be provided to this email address)

Thank you.

C.H.
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Get rid of all Kit Carson monuments, and the monument in the plaza. Open the space in the plaza for concerts and 
dancing.

- J.M.
Santa Fe, NM resident and taxpayer
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Hello,

I would like the space and monuments to reflect the native population, triumphs and accomplishments, information about 
how long and how their communities thrived but also information about what was done by those that stole the land... as 
in... show the horror of what conquests is about... reality of stealing and erasing and genocide.

D.B.
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For the sake of our indigenous past and heritage and for the sake of our children and for all to fully understand the pain 
that has been inflicted on our peoples of this land for hundreds of years I, as a citizen of of Santa Fe, NM, insist that the 
governing bodies of this state give us our dignity back and remove any remnants of Kit Carson, including the use of his 
name, be totally and absolutely removed from our entire state as we deserve to be treated with respect and dignity. 

M. T.
Lakota Sioux/Eastern Band Cherokee

1/1
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Do not resurrect the old monument. I am white and a 'boomer' and I thought it was offensive the first time I saw it. I live 
and work here in Santa Fe. I'm a Registered Nurse who lives near the Plaza and I walk to the Plaza on a regular basis. 
This land is originally Pueblo land, let's honor the local Pueblos. Maybe a simple, elegant, modern sculpture - Alan Houser 
comes to mind.
Respectfully,
A.V.
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Hello,

As a resident of Santa Fe, New Mexico, I'm submitting my personal opinion that the monument in "honor" of Kit Carson 
should not be restored.  I am fine with the area being restored in memoriam of someone with a less destructive, harmful 
legacy.  There's no reason to glorify Kit Carson for another second.  The land can be put to an infinite number of better 
uses.

Thanks,
E.C., 87505
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Hello GSA,

I recommend the Santa Fe obelisk be installed at the Santa Fe National Cemetery. The 
space where the obelisk was located should be used for seating and events.

Thank you,

L.A.
Santa Fe, New Mexico
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This monument should be removed and the base should be made available for rotating artwork that would be rotated 
every two weeks from local artists.

J.R.
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Hello!

I am a resident of Santa Fe, New Mexico and I'm here to support the preferred option of removing and discarding the Kit 
Carson Monument and leaving the base. 

Thank you!
W.L.
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Comment #18, 12.29.2024



It is my understanding that the Kit Carson monument, which has been situated in front 
of the U.S. Courthouse in Santa Fe, New Mexico for many decades, is under 
consideration for removal due to incessant vandalism. I was a deputy U.S. Marshal in 
New Mexico from 1987 to 1996 and was often detailed to the very courthouse in 
question; therefore, I am very familiar with the Kit Carson statue. The late U.S. District 
Judge Santiago Campos (which the courthouse is named after) took great pride in that 
building, the Kit Carson statue, and the history behind those structures. If he were alive 
today to see the depredation of the grounds and the lack of courage to protect it, he 
would be incensed. It is a shame that thugs, ignorant fools, and local politicians 
complicit in protecting acts of vandalism, who have no real knowledge of history, are at 
the forefront of this pending decision. If GSA no longer desires to protect this sacred 
monument to a great man, then I strongly suggest that it be moved (at government 
expense) to the historical Kit Carson home and museum located in Taos, New Mexico. 
This would be most appropriate under the circumstances since Taos is the home of Kit 
Carson and where he is buried. 

Sincerely, 

R.D.

BACKGROUND AND FACTS CONCERNING CHRISTOPHER “KIT” CARSON 

Christopher Carson fled Missouri when he was a sixteen-year-old indentured servant at 
a Springfield leather tannery. Attaining passage on a wagon train in 1825, he arrived in 
New Mexico and soon established himself as a trapper and hunter. Carson 
subsequently earned his livelihood as a scout, military officer, and Indian agent. During 
the course of his life he married three women of which the first was an Arapaho and the 
second a Cheyenne woman. His first wife died due to natural causes. The second 
marriage ended in divorce. His third wife was a very young Hispanic woman from Taos. 
This serves as evidence repudiating accusations of Carson being a racist. Carson 
became legendary as a scout during three California expeditions led by John C. 
Fremont. He subsequently proved his meddle as a military officer in the 1st New Mexico 
Volunteers during the U.S. Civil War. During the same time frame Carson commanded 
troops during the American Indian Wars, specifically during the Mescalero Apache 
conflict, the Comanche War, and the Navajo Campaign. 

Carson’s name and reputation have been wrongfully castigated by contemporary 
historians and reactionary political groups that fail to conduct true academic research. 
False accusations of massacring Indians and relentlessly attacking Indian tribal villages 
is far from factual. The key premise for politically fueled disparaging charges against 
Carson is the infamous “Long Walk” in which thousands of captured Navajo Indians 
were forced to make the long trek from Canyon de Chelly to the Bosque Redondo in 
New Mexico Territory. Many died due to exposure and sporadic attacks from bandits 
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and rival Indian tribes. In spite of the fact that Lt. Col. Carson’s command was involved, 
it was not his idea or plan to conduct this operation. The true culprits were both the War 
Department and his commanding officer, Brigadier General James B. Carleton. 

It was Carleton who initially issued written orders (during the Mescalero Apache 
roundup) to his subordinate officers to ‘exterminate’ all male Indians and arrest all 
women and children. These same orders were applicable to the Navajo as well. Carson 
did not obey those orders, but instead destroyed the Navajo food supply, thus forcing 
their surrender without bloodshed. In fact, it was amazing that Carson was not court-
martialed for disobeying Carleton’s extermination orders. Perhaps this could be 
attributed to two factors: Carson was too famous for such severe disciplinary action and 
both men were Masons. 

Regardless, Carson has been unjustly accused of false so-called war crimes. The facts 
reflect that the depredations committed by the Mescalero Apache and the Navajo 
required military action to quell it. Secondly, it was the policy of the War Department to 
conduct such actions. Lastly, it was Carleton (and not Carson) who issued those orders 
and conducted the planning of the operations in New Mexico Territory. Therefore, 
Christopher Kit Carson deserves the respect and full honors due any American hero. 

SOURCES 

For decades the Navajo attacked and raided the Pueblo Indians and Hispanics, to prove 
that the Navajo broke at least six peace treaties from the arrival of Kearny in 1846 to the 
Canby peace treaty of 1861. . . U.S. military policy regarding hostile Indian tribes was 
simple: It was committed to a belief that Indian cultures based upon raiding, theft, and 
killing simply could not continue. -- Kit Carson, Indian fighter or Indian Killer?, p 25 

******************* 

The following statements are excerpts from “War of the Rebellion: Official Records”: 

To: Brigadier General Lorenzo Thomas, Adjutant General, U.S. Army, Washington DC< May 10, 
1863 

General, I am officially informed by the superintendent of Indian affairs for New Mexico, under 
date of the 9th instant [sic], that persons who have just crossed the plains to the territory from 
Missouri state that there is evidence of hostile intentions towards the whites among Indians of 
the great prairies lying between New Mexico and Kansas, Missouri & c [sic] . . .  I am, general, 
very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

James B. Carleton, Brigadier-General, Commanding  

******************* 
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To: Col. Christopher Carson, First New Mexico Volunteers, enroute to Fort Stanton, New Mexico, 
October 12, 1862: 

. . . you will make war upon the Mescalero and upon all other Indians you may find in the 
Mescalero country, until further orders. All Indian men of that tribe are to be killed whenever 
and wherever you can find them; the women and children will not be harmed, but you will take 
them prisoners and feed them at Fort Stanton. . .    

James B. Carleton, Brigadier-General, Commanding  

 To: Maj. Gen. H.W. Halleck, General in Chief U.S. Army, Washington DC, May 10, 1863 

Among all my endeavors since my arrival here [in New Mexico] there has been an effort to 
brush back the Indians . . . If I only had one more good regiment of California [Carleton’s original 
duty post] infantry, composed, as that infantry is, of practical miners, I would place it in the Gila 
country. While it would exterminate the Indians, who are a scourge to New Mexico, it would 
protect people who might wish to go there to open up the country . . .  

James B. Carleton, Brigadier-General, Commanding  

******************* 

In 1857, Carson filed a report in which he said, "Humanity, as well as our desire to 
benefit the Indian race, demands that they be removed as far as practicable from the 
settlements." He believed Indian survival depended upon removing the tribes to 
reservations away from the morally degrading temptations of white settlements, training 
the young in agricultural techniques in order to make them self-subsistent, and 
stationing troops near the Indians "for the purpose of protecting them from hostile tribes, 
and also to show unto them that the government has the power to cause them to remain 
on the lands given them, and not to encroach on that of their neighbors." -- Kit Carson, 
Indian fighter or Indian Killer?, p 28 

******************* 

Carleton made it clear that this precursor to the Navajo campaign was to be an all-or-
nothing proposition, and he insisted that Colonel Carson wage it with ruthless efficiency. 
The Mescaleros, he said, "must be brought to their brutal senses." He gave Carson a 
chilling order: "All Indian men of that tribe are to be killed whenever and wherever you 
can find them. The women and children will not be harmed, but you will take them 
prisoners. If the Indians send in a flag and desire to treat for peace, say that now our 
hands are untied, and you have been sent to punish them for their treachery and their 
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crimes; that you have no power to make peace; that you are there to kill them wherever 
you find them." 
Carson was appalled by Carleton's shoot-on-sight policy and refused to obey it. In fact, 
he accepted the surrender of more than a hundred Mescalero warriors who sought 
refuge with him. —  Blood and Thunder, p. 412 
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Dear Sir or Madam:

Below are my comments and favored alternative for the Kit Carson Monument on the U. S. 
Courthouse grounds in Santa Fe. First, let me say that I am truly appalled that the General 
Services Administration would allow selfish vandals to determine the Federal Government's policy 
on historic monuments on Federal property. To remove and discard the historic monument as 
described in Alternative 2.2.3 4b sends a terrible message that if anyone objects to a particular 
monument, all they have to do is illegally destroy or damage it, and the Federal Government will 
simply throw up its hands and move on. Such an outcome is unacceptable.

My preference is to have the Kit Carson Monument completely restored with interpretation, but if 
this is truly impossible, I prefer Alternative 2.2.2. I understand that monuments are not guaranteed 
placement in perpetuity, but this monument, like others on Federal property, belongs to all 
Americans, and its fate should not be determined by vandals. Additionally, I want the vandals 
identified and arrested. Why this hasn't happened by now is absolutely mind boggling.

Sincerely,

M.L.G.
Cascade, Colorado
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Make a nice sewer grate with Kit Karson’s memorial, dig up his bones and use them for fertilizer. 

N.B.  
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Melt the bitch. 

N.B.
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Hello, 

I support the GSA Environmental Assessment’s preferred action:

Alternative 4, “which disassembles and removes the monument from the [Santa Fe] Federal Oval, would have a
minimal but beneficial effect on the urban environment, including the goals of tourism. Removal would decrease the
future likelihood of vandalism on-site at this particular location”; and 

Encourage the federal administration to respect the stance of these most impacted communities who have made the
following statements:

On May 9, 2024, GSA consulted with The Navajo Nation representative who requested consultation in the form of a
written document. I I believe the Navajo Nation Governing Body would like to respond to the site documentation study
and the history of the site, to review as a report. 

On December 12, 2024, the Navajo Nation governing council passed Resolution 0251-24 “Reaffirming the Navajo
Nation’s opposition to any monument of Christopher “Kit” Carson being placed in the state of New Mexico, and
specifically at Bosque Redondo, Santa Fe Cemetery, or the Carson House and Museum in Taos”. The Navajo Nation
requests the immediate removal of the name of Christopher “Kit” Carson from all government properties, including
monuments, parks, highways, streets, etc. in the State of New Mexico; and cease in naming public properties using
the Christopher “Kit” Carson name; and tribal consultation regarding the placement of the Carson monument.

The Navajo Nation opposes the relocation of the Kit Carson monument from Santa Fe to Bosque Redondo for the
following reasons:

1. The monument to Kit Carson was vandalized with graffiti on June 17, 2020, then toppled by protestors on the night of
August 30, 2023, and thereby poses a threat to the health and safety to visitors of Santa Fe due to the violence seen at
controversial statues and monuments within New Mexico.

2. The monument is a commemoration to “Kit” Carson whom the Diné believe led the “scorched earth policy,” which was the
most powerful weapon used against them and caused tremendous suffering. An estimated 2,000 deaths, and unfathomable
hardships were experienced by the Dine’ during the period of The Long Walk.

3. Continuing to commemorate Carson with a monument located in the City of Santa Fe violates:
Section 2.02 of the City of Santa Fe’s Municipal Charter (Charter) which formally expresses a commitment to social justice,
stating that “human and civil rights of the residents of Santa Fe are inviolate and shall not be diminished or otherwise infringed”
and that “no city ordinance, resolution or policy shall be enacted or adopted nor shall any action be condoned which discriminates
on the basis of ethnicity, race, age, religion, creed, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, gender, sexual orientation, physical or
mental disability, medical condition or citizenship status.”

As an enroll member of Navajo Nation alternative four would serve well to all. 

Kindly, 

E. T., Tribal Member

Tohlakai, NM
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Dear Sir or Madam:

Below are my comments and favored alternative for the Kit Carson Monument on the U. S. 
Courthouse grounds in Santa Fe. First, let me say that I am truly appalled that the General 
Services Administration would allow selfish vandals to determine the Federal Government's policy 
on historic monuments on Federal property. To remove and discard the historic monument as 
described in Alternative 2.2.3 4b sends a terrible message that if anyone objects to a particular 
monument, all they have to do is illegally destroy or damage it, and the Federal Government will 
simply throw up its hands and move on. Such an outcome is unacceptable.

My preference is to have the Kit Carson Monument completely restored with interpretation, but if 
this is truly impossible, I prefer Alternative 2.2.2. I understand that monuments are not guaranteed 
placement in perpetuity, but this monument, like others on Federal property, belongs to all 
Americans, and its fate should not be determined by vandals. Additionally, I want the vandals 
identified and arrested. Why this hasn't happened by now is absolutely mind boggling.

Sincerely,

M. L. G.
Cascade, Colorado
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