


Vision: A thriving Southwest Chicago community

Our mission: To be a catalyst for creating and 
maintaining a vital southwest Chicago community by 
empowering, building and sustaining development 
that raises the quality of life for our neighborhood 
residents, businesses and industries.

Who We Are

Our programs have been serving the State of 

Illinois and the Southwest side of Chicago for 

over 48 years 



Our Programs and Services

• Housing and Financial Services

• Senior Living

• Real Estate and Community Development 

• Business Advising



Illinois Small Business Development Center provides information, confidential 
business guidance, training and other resources to start-up and existing small 
businesses.

Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Centers are a portal for small businesses 
looking to enter the world of government contracting. The centers provide one-on-one 
counseling, technical information, marketing assistance and training to existing 
businesses interested in selling their goods and services to local, state, and/or federal 
government agencies.

Economic and Community Development Services & Programs: Expanding Business Potential



What is PTAC/PTAP

• The Procurement Technical Assistance Program was established to expand 
the number of businesses capable of participating in government contracts.

 
• In the past, the program was administered by DLA's Office of Small Business 

in cooperation with states, local governments and nonprofit organizations. 
Under the program, Procurement Technical Assistance Centers (PTACs) help 
businesses pursue and perform under contracts with the Department of 
Defense, other federal agencies, state and local governments and with 
government prime contractors, and most of the assistance the PTACs 
provide is free.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_mX88Sr18x8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_mX88Sr18x8


APEX Accelerators help businesses

•Complete registration with a wide range of databases necessary for them to participate in 
the government marketplace (e.g., SAM).

• Identify which agencies and offices may need their products or services and how connect 
with buying agencies and offices

•Determine whether they are ready for government opportunities and how to position 
themselves in the market to succeed

•Navigate solicitations and potential funding opportunities

•Receive notifications of government contract opportunities on a regular basis (Bid Match)

•Network with buying officers, prime contractors, and other businesses

•Resolve performance issues and prepare for audit, only if the service is needed after receiving 
an award



What is SAM.gov?
The System for Award Management (SAM.gov), it is an official website of the U.S. Government. 
There is no cost to use SAM.gov. 

You can use this site to:
•Register to do business with the U.S. Government

•Update, renew, or check the status of your entity registration

•Search for entity registration and exclusion records

•Search for assistance listings (formerly CFDA.gov), wage determinations (formerly 
WDOL.gov), contract opportunities (formerly FBO.gov), and contract data reports (formerly 
part of FPDS.gov)

•View and submit BioPreferred and Service Contract Reports (Managed by the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA), the goal of the BioPreferred Program is to increase the purchase and use of biobased products)
•Access publicly available award data



Federal Government – Registration Information Required: 

ALL companies wanting to do business with the  federal government must register.
Central secured databank for government contractors – electronic  method preferred choice for 
payments.
Annual update required (update as needed)
Website: https://www.sam.gov

Help Guide:

SAM Non Federal User Guide

• Required when you:
• Register an entity
• Renew your entity registration annually
• Get a unique Unique Entity ID (UEI)
• Update or Change your Entity’s Name or Address

https://www.sam.gov/
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=40d1f4ff1b80851006b09796bc4bcbf5


Basic Documentation:
Companies submit their certificates of incorporation showing proper registration, financial statements, business and 
personal federal and state income tax returns for the prescribed years preceding the approval application. If there are 
any special requirements in the industry, such as surety or performance bonds required of construction companies.

https://executivegov.com/articles/basic-requirements-for-government-contracts/

Essentials:

Business Plan/Strategy
Past Performance 
Capabilities Statement
Accounting

https://executivegov.com/articles/basic-requirements-for-government-contracts/


                     

       Capabilities Statement









Bid Match

• System to identify governmental  opportunities for federal, 
state and local  government

• Comprehensive (over 2000 websites)

• Customize your profile with keywords

• Daily email

Counseling available on how to respond to opportunities. (Bid 
match  setup/editing is managed by your PTAC advisor.)



• Ash Ryman,

• PTAC/APEX Director

• (Government Contracts/ Procurement)

• a.ryman@greatersouthwest.org

• Illinois APEX Accelerator - Illinois PTAC
• Greater Southwest Development Corporation
• 2601 W. 63rd St. Chicago, IL 60629
• (773) 922-6471 
• www.greatersouthwest.org

• Tulio A. Juarez 

• Business Advisor/Program coordinator

• T.Juarez@greatersouthwest.org
• Greater Southwest Development Corporation
• 2601 W. 63rd St. Chicago, IL 60629
• (773) 922-6471 
• www.greatersouthwest.org

mailto:a.ryman@greatersouthwest.org
https://www.illinois.gov/dceo/SmallBizAssistance/BeginHere/Pages/PTAC.aspx
http://www.greatersouthwest.org/
mailto:T.Juarez@greatersouthwest.org
http://www.greatersouthwest.org/


THANK 
YOU

OFFICE

773.436.1000

www.greatersouthwest.org

2601 West 63rd 

greatersouthwest greatersouthwest greatersouthwest
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